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With the new year come some new folks into 
leadership positions at Olivet! We are excited 
about the gifts they each bring to our shared 
work. The following people have graciously said 
“yes” to God’s call to serve in the ministry of the 
Church: 
 
Board Members:  
Kim Amiot Dennis Bettenhausen 
Joe Reeder Vickie Spain 
 
Trustee: 
Rich Edgar 
 
Committee Chairs:  
Rob Foss (Human Resource Committee) 
Justin Walensky (Worship Committee) 

Mission Family Leaders:  
Carol Gilles (Shepherd, Mission Family 1) 
Joyce Mast (Convener) 
Jim Spain (Shepherd, Mission Family 4) 
 
As we welcome these new leaders, we also offer 
our hearty and heartfelt “thank you” to those 
who have held these positions over the last 
months and years, including Rockie Alden (Board 
Vice Chair), Ken Bartley (Board Member), Linda 
Cook (HR Chair), Rich Edgar (Board Member), 
Karen Fry (Shepherd), Pauli Landhuis (Worship 
Chair), Rita Reeder (Convener), David Steinhauer 
(Board Member), and so many others who have 
contributed to the ministries of Olivet.  

We have decided to postpone the Library Book Sale that generally occurs in 
February until a later date when it is safer for groups to meet. But please DO 

continue to save your books for the sale! Thank you!  
Carol Darnell and the Library Committee. 

Our annual Rummage Sale would normally be held at the end of February. We 
have made the decision to rescheduled for later in the year when it is safe to 
have a large group work together and attend the sale. But please continue to 
collect your sale items to donate to the sale so you’ll be prepared when we 

have a date set.   
Diane Bartley, Rummage Sale Coordinator 
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Olivet Christian Church will be hosting a family game 
night on Friday, January 29 at 7:00 PM. Join the Zoom 
invitation and you will get the chance to visit with 
fellow Olivet friends and choose which of 3 game 
options you would like to join in on. Options include 
Pictionary, Bingo, and 20 Questions. These are all 
easy games to play in a Zoom format with little 
technology to learn. 
 

Pictionary 
The host of this room will use a 
Random Word Generator:  Pictionary 
Generator to assign whoever is IT the 
word they must depict. The person 
who is IT has 5 seconds to decide 
what to draw and 1 minute to draw 
while the other players try to guess 

the word. You will need to use marker or sharpie on 
paper or use the Zoom screen share whiteboard 
function. Another option is to use various bible 
stories as the words. 

Bingo 
If you want to play, you need 
a  bingo card. You can use any 
standard 1-75 bingo card, 
including what comes in bingo 
sets or print one from a card generator like Number 
Bingo 1-75 Bingo Card. The host will need to call 
numbers.  The link prior includes a call list to use. 
 

20 Questions 
The person who is IT chooses a 
person, place or thing, then the 
other players ask up to 20 yes-or-
no questions before trying to 
guess what the person who is IT is 

thinking of. Whoever guesses first wins. 

A mosaic consists of thousands of little stones. Some are blue, some are green, some are yellow, some are gold. 

When we bring our faces close to the mosaic, we can admire the beauty of each stone. But as we step back 

from it, we can see that all these little stones reveal to us a beautiful picture, telling a story none of these 

stones can tell by itself. 

 

That is what our life in [the church] is about. Each of us is like a little stone, but together we reveal the face of 

God to the world. Nobody can say: “I make God visible.” But others who see us together can say: “They make 

God visible.” [Christian] community is where humility and glory touch. 

 

—Henri J.M. Nouwen  
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Dear Olivet Church friends, 
I am overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity of our 
church family every day, but particularly over the Advent 
and Christmas season. Your sharing of Christmas goodies, 
gifts and kind words has left a lasting impression on my 
heart. Thank you to each of you for allowing me to be a 
part of the Olivet family! 
 In Christian love, 
Adriene 
 
Dear Members of Olivet, 
When I answered the doorbell, and found Rockie Alden there 
handing me a Christmas bonus gift from the congregation, I 
could no more have expected such a gracious outpouring of 
appreciation, than I could fly!! Seriously, as the generosity of 
your gift really hit home, I simply cried tears of surprise and 
gratitude! Thank you so much, for such affirmation and for 
all the support you have shown me and all of us on staff as 
we have navigated together this most out-of-the-ordinary 
time. I especially appreciate the confidence and trust you 
have shown me in my roles in working side by side with 
Hannah and Adriene in worship, and with the Search Team 
as they seek to call your new co-pastor! I feel your blessings 
every day, and am very grateful to be a part of the Olivet 
story!  
With Deep Appreciation,  
Pastor Coletta 

Dear Olivet Family, 
I have once again been loved and blessed by my Olivet 
Christian Church family. The cards, the treats, gifts, and the 
everyday kindness have always made me feel so welcome and 
appreciated. Thank you once again. 
With love, 
Becky 
 
Dear Olivet, 
Thank you so much for all of the encouraging notes, 
beautiful Christmas cards, and the generous Christmas gift 
to the staff. Words cannot convey my appreciation. This has 
not been an easy year, and yet I remain so very grateful to 
serve God’s Church alongside you faithful and grace-filled 
people. I regularly thank God for calling me to this 
community. 
In Christ’s love, 
Rev. Hannah 
 
Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia! I put it outside my 
door to let people going by enjoy it and see it is from Olivet 
Christian Church. I wish I could reach out and hug you all! 
Thank you also for the phone calls, cards, the wonderful 
DVD, and so many other things you do for everyone.  
Mary Cervinka 
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The Voluntary Action Center has announced the 
retirement of Executive Director, Nick Foster after 9 
years of service.  Nick was a good friend to Olivet.  
The new Executive Director is Ed Stansberry, a 
member of Broadway Christian. Ed, successful in the 
business world, says “My faith was calling me to do 
something deeper and more meaningful.” We 
welcome Ed and look forward to continuing our  
partnership with him and the VAC staff. 

Woodhaven has announced the retirement of CEO, 
Mark Palmer after 23 years of dedicated leadership in 
this institution that is a part of our Disciples of Christ 
heritage and mission. The new CEO is Dan Soliday 
who is coming from Wichita, Kansas where he has 
served as CEO of the Kansas Big Brothers Big Sisters. 
“I was raised with the strong belief that all people are 
worthy of respect and dignity, and I look forward to 
working to continue to propel this belief into action.” 
Welcome Dan! 



Sustainable Living  
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During February’s grey days and long nights nourish 
your heart, mind, and soul and deepen your sense of 
hope and commitment to build a more sustainable 
and resilient future. 
 
The books below are available through the Columbia 
Public Library/Daniel Boone Regional Library system 
which offers convenient curb-side pickup. Learn more 
at www.dbrl.org or call 573-443-3161. 
 
HERE:  Poems for the Planet, with a foreword by His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama, edited by Elizabeth J. 
Coleman, c 2019.  Some 128 poems call us in hope to 
act on behalf of our lovely yet beleaguered Planet.  
Book includes Guide to Activism by the Union of 
Concerned Scientists. 
 
Climate-Wise Landscaping – Practical Actions for a 
Sustainable Future, c 2018 by Sue Reed, landscape 
architect, and Ginny Stibolt, garden writer and 
botanist, provides clear steps that ordinary people 
can take to reduce carbon emissions and sequester 
carbon in plants and soils making our gardens and 
yards more resilient, adaptable and hospitable to 
wildlife.  Topics: lawns, trees, shrubs, soil and water, 
planning and design, landscaping materials and 
much more. 
 
The Living Forest – A Visual Journey into the Heart 
of the Woods, c 2017. Photo essays about the many 
interconnected elements of forest communities – 
incredibly beautiful photographs by Robert Llewellyn 
- insightful text by Joan Maloof, PhD, scientist and 
founder of Old Growth Forest Network – 
www.oldgrowthforest.net  
 
Drawdown – The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever 
Proposed to Reverse Global Warming – edited by 
Paul Hawken, c 2017. From the personal to the 
global, this book surveys an incredible array of 
strategies to reduce global warming – from 
technologies and practices already in place to those 
being explored and developed that have real 
potential for positive change. Visit 
www.drawdown.org for the most current information. 
 

A Natural Sense of Wonder, Connecting Kids with 
Nature through the Seasons by Rick Van Noy c 
2008. Building on Rachel Carson’s imperative, “If a 
child is to keep alive his inborn sense of wonder, he 
needs the companionship of at least one adult who 
can share it, rediscovering with him the joy, 
excitement and mystery of the world we live in…” 
these essays by a father of two young children 
illustrate the many ways they explore the natural 
world–a daily walk to school, fishing, hiking, camping, 
building a tree house and more – simple yet 
profound. 
 
For Children: 
Spring after Spring – How Rachel Carson Inspired 
the Environmental Movement by Stephanie Roth 
Sisson, c 2020. Concise text, thoughtful illustrations 
share Rachel’s story of precise observation and 
powerful testimony - through her work, her books 
and in front of Congress - that changed the course of 
environmental science and continues to inspire 
young people today. 
 
Films: 
Ice on Fire by Leonardo DiCaprio issues a dire 
warning about the consequences of climate 
disruption but also seeks to inspire people to follow 
proven, safe, sustainable pathways available right 
now that can reverse the process.  Available on 
Amazon Prime. 
 
Kiss the Ground, a documentary narrated by Woody 
Harrelson, focuses on ‘regenerative agriculture’ – 
farming practices that enrich soil, improve 
watersheds, enhance biodiversity and ecosystem 
services.  Available on Netflix.  More information at 
https://kisstheground.com/  
 
Online:  visit these websites to learn more about the 
work of the Missouri Prairie Foundation and our own 
Missouri Department of Conservation and how to 
access their many webinars and events. 
https://moprairie.org/   
https://mdc.mo.gov/  

~Sustainable Living Team 
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Week of Compassion Special Offering 
February 21 and 28 
Watch and listen for more information  
and announcements in Sunday worship and the 
Updaterz 
 
But, in the meantime here is a brief Minute for 
Mission: 
 
Hanh and her mother live in a poor rural village 
about 135 miles outside of Vietnam's capital, Hanoi.  
When WOC first met Hanh, she had never seen a 
toilet much less lived near someone who had one.  In 
fact, communities like hers have very little access to 

clean water or familiarity with hand-washing – an all 
too common situation across southeast Asia.  WOC 
partners are working with Hanh’s school, the Khuon 
Pong village kindergarten, to change this situation for 
the children. 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has taught us many things 
about what it means to be a global community.  
When YOU give to WOC, WE are providing clean 
water for drinking and sanitation for children like 
Hanh and her community.  Please consider giving 
generously to support community livelihood and “let 
love flow” through springs of clean water. 
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Voluntary Action Center 

We can not thank you and our community enough 
for the amazing outpouring of support. Here are 
some 2020 statistics that begin to suggest the impact 
your donations are making:  
♦ 310 individuals received IDs,  
♦ 254 feminine hygiene packs,  
♦ 1,202 hygiene packs,  
♦ 1,182 household cleaning packs,  
♦ 606 rolls of toilet paper, and  
♦ 572 rent payments made. 
This year we had a record 970 families 
participating in the Holiday Program.  We could 
not do this program without the support from 
volunteers and our family sponsors.  
 
Note:  Olivet designates money every year to the “FISH 
Program” that provides the rental assistance and other 
items mentioned above.  Also, this year we provided 
gifts and grocery vouchers for 5 of the families 
mentioned. Linda Reed Brown was one of the 
volunteers this year that helped with distribution of the 
gifts.  “Just by chance, I got to take gifts out to the 
vehicle of one of the families that we supported.  It was 
very touching, but since everything is confidential, I 
kept my cool, didn’t even tell the other volunteers.” 

The Food Bank Buddy Pack Program Changes to 
Better Help Kids 
In 2019, 1-in-6 U.S. children were food insecure.  Due 
to the covid pandemic, that number is now 1-in-4 
according to the national studies.  To address the 
changing needs, The Food Bank launched a new 
version of Buddy Packs.  The Buddy Pack is now pre-
packaged and The Food Bank selects from a menu of 
nutritious, diverse options. Previously, food was 
purchased and assembled at the main facility by 
volunteers contributing thousands of hours. The new 
process provides healthier and more easily distributed 
food packs for the children, while reducing labor hours 
in the face of fewer available volunteers. 
 
Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture 
The CCUA gardens, with the help of volunteers, 
donated 49,275 pounds of food to local pantries 
through the “Planting for the Pantry” program in 
2020. Also, even with the pandemic restrictions, 9,700 
training and education interactions were logged. 
 
Note: Olivet has supported CCUA through special 
donations and the CROP Walk in past years  
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Becky is back in the office again! She resumed her regular office hours - 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM, Monday-Friday - on Monday, January 18. If you need 
to contact her, please call the office at 442-0336. If you need to stop by 
the office, please give advance notice if possible (phone call or email). If 
you come to the church during office hours, be aware face masks and 

social distancing of 6ft will be required. 
 

Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe and healthy.  
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FEBRUARY 

LECTIONARY 

Friday, February 2 
Presentation of the Lord 

Malachi 3:1-4 
Psalm 84 or Psalm 24:7-10 

Hebrews 2:14-18 
Luke 2:22-40 

 

Friday, February 7 
5th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 

 

Sunday, February 14 
Transfiguration Sunday 

2 Kings 2:1-12 
Psalm 50:1-6 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Mark 9:2-9 

 

Wednesday, February 17 
Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12 
Psalm 51:1-17 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

Wednesday, February 21 
1st Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Sunday, February 28 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Psalm 126 
Luke 1:46b-55 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Monday, February 1 
12:00 OP Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 OP  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, February 2 

Groundhog DayGroundhog DayGroundhog DayGroundhog Day    
 
Sunday, February 7 
5th Sunday after the Epiphany 
10:30 QP Drive-in Worship 
3:00 OP  Worship  
 (FaceBook & YouTube) 
3:30 OP  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, February 8 
12:00 OP Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 OP  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Sunday, February 14 
Transfiguration Sunday 
Valentine’s DayValentine’s DayValentine’s DayValentine’s Day    
10:30 QP Drive-in Worship 
3:00 OP  Worship  
 (FaceBook & YouTube) 
3:30 OP  Youth Group (Zoom) 

Monday, February 15 
Presidents Day 
12:00 OP Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 OP  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
7:00 OP  Board Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, February 17 
Ash  Wedne s d ay  
Newsletter Articles Due 
 
Sunday, February 21 
1st Sunday in Lent 
Week of Compassion  
 Special Offering 
10:30 QP Drive-in Worship 
3:00 OP  Worship 
 (FaceBook & YouTube) 
3:30 OP  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, February 22 
12:00 OP Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 OP Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, February 24 
Newsletter Articles Due 

Sunday, February 28 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
Week of Compassion  
 Special Offering 
10:30 QP Drive-in Worship 
3:00 OP  Worship  
 (FaceBook & YouTube) 
3:30 OP  Youth Group (Zoom) 
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Date Old Testament New Testament Psalm Proverb 

February 1 Exodus 13:17-15:18 Matthew 21:23-46 Psalm 26:1-12 Proverbs 6:16-19 

February 2 Exodus 15:19-17:7 Matthew 22:1-33 Psalm 27:1-6 Proverbs 6:20-26 

February 3 Exodus 17:8-19:15 Matthew 22:34-23:12 Psalm 27:7-14 Proverbs 6:27-35 

February 4 Exodus 19:16-21:21 Matthew 23:13-39 Psalm 28:1-9 Proverbs 7:1-5 

February 5 Exodus 21:22-23:13 Matthew 24:1-8 Psalm 29:1-11 Proverbs 7:6-23 

February 6 Exodus 23:14-25-40 Matthew 24:29-51 Psalm 30:1-12 Proverbs 7:24-27 

February 7 Exodus 26:1-27:21 Matthew 25:1-30 Psalm 31:1-8 Proverbs 8:1-11 

February 8 Exodus 28:1-43 Matthew 25:31-26:13 Psalm 31:9-18 Proverbs 8:12-13 

February 9 Exodus 29:1-30:10 Matthew 26:14-46 Psalm 31:19-24 Proverbs 8:14-26 

February 10 Exodus 30:11-31:18 Matthew 26:47-68 Psalm 32:1-11 Proverbs 8:27-32 

February 11 Exodus 32:1-33:23 Matthew 26:69-27:14 Psalm 33:1-11 Proverbs 8:33-36 

February 12 Exodus 34:1-35:9 Matthew 27:15-31 Psalm 33:12-22 Proverbs 9:1-6 

February 13 Exodus 35:10-36:38 Matthew 27:32-66 Psalm 34:1-10 Proverbs 9:7-8 

February 14 Exodus 37:1-38:11 Matthew 28:1-20 Psalm 34:11-22 Proverbs 9:9-10 

February 15 Exodus 39:1-40:38 Mark 1:1-28 Psalm 35:1-16 Proverbs 9:11-12 

February 16 Leviticus 1:1-3:17 Mark 1:39-2:12 Psalm 35:17-28 Proverbs 9:18-18 

February 17 Leviticus 4:1-5:19 Mark 2:13-3:6 Psalm 36:1-12 Proverbs 10:1-2 

February 18 Leviticus 6:1-7:27 Mark 3:7-30 Psalm 37:1-11 Proverbs 10:3-4 

February 19 Leviticus 7:28-9:6 Mark 3:31-4:25 Psalm 37:12-29 Proverbs 10:5 

February 20 Leviticus 9:7-10:20 Mark 4:26-5:20 Psalm 37:30-40 Proverbs 10:6-7 

February 21 Leviticus 11:1-12:8 Mark 5:21-43 Psalm 38:1-22 Proverbs 10:8-9 

February 22 Leviticus 13:1-59 Mark 6:1-29 Psalm 39:1-13 Proverbs 10:10 

February 23 Leviticus 14:1-57 Mark 6:30-56 Psalm 40:1-10 Proverbs 10:11-12 

February 24 Leviticus 15:1-16:28 Mark 7:1-23 Psalm 40:11-17 Proverbs 10:13-14 

February 25 Leviticus 16:29-18:30 Mark 7:24-8:10 Psalm 41:1-13 Proverbs 10:15-16 

February 26 Leviticus 19:1-20:21 Mark 8:11-38 Psalm 42:1-11 Proverbs 10:17 

February 27 Leviticus 10:22-22:16 Mark 9:1-29 Psalm 43:1-5 Proverbs 10:18 

February 28 Leviticus 22:17-23:44 Mark 9:30-10:12 Psalm 44:1-8 Proverbs 10:19 
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