
“The sun will be darkened…and the powers in 
the heavens will be shaken.”—Mark 13:24-25 
 
Are you ready for Christmas this year? I am. 
Really ready. I just can’t wait for the big day to 
arrive. I’m not entirely prepared yet—my 
Christmas cards aren’t stamped, no delicious 
holiday smells are wafting through my house, 
and we won’t even talk about how behind I am 
with my shopping. But I’m ready to welcome 
Christ into our midst already. I need the light of 
God’s grace to enter the world. Perhaps you 
understand. It’s just been so dark this year—at 
least that’s how it seems to me some days. 
There have been natural disasters that have left 
countless without shelter and clean water and 
health care. Violent mass shootings and 
rampages are occurring with more regularity 
than ever before. People are displaced from 
their homes; people are hungry; people are 
encountering injustices at every turn. New crises 
emerge on the news every day. The world 
seems fragmented on so many levels. And that’s 
to say nothing of what we experience in our 

own lives, in our own community. It is as if the 
sun has been darkened. 
 
But, we are Christians. And so we can look at the 
despair and the brokenness and the darkened 
sun and say, “Light will come.” We bear witness 
to its persistence even when everything seems 
in shadow. We do this because we believe in a 
world that looks different than this one. We 
believe God has created a Kingdom where hope, 
peace, joy, and love reign. We believe that God 
will go to the greatest heights and depths to 
bring us home. And we believe that God will 
renew the world again. 
 
So, join us as we light the candles that stand as 
stubborn reminders that the deepest darkness 
of our world will not overcome the light of 
God’s loving grace. Journey with us in faith as 
we prepare and anticipate the joyous occasion 
of Christ’s entrance into the world. Rejoice with 
us in worship as we proclaim that God’s 
promises to us remain sure and true, that the 
Anointed One will soon walk among us.  

~ Rev. Hannah Ryan 
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One of the challenges of a growing church, such 
as Olivet, is keeping newcomers informed of all 
the traditions, programming, and “perks” within 
our fellowship.  For many in our congregation 
one of the “best kept secrets” is the Olivet 
Education Assistance Loan Fund. 
 
In the 1970’s, Ham Holt (one of the pillars of 
Olivet) passed away. His family requested that a 
student loan fund be established in his memory. 
Contributions in lieu of flowers went into this 
fund, named the Holt Memorial Fund (later 
renamed Olivet Education Fund). A few years 
later his wife Edna also passed and memorial 
contributions for her were added to the loan 
fund. Under the guidance of Martin Behymer 
(longtime friend, neighbor and church leader) 
the Holt family established the criteria for the use 
of the fund. The fund was to be available for low 
interest loans to members of the community who 
needed money to begin or continue their 
education – vocational school, college or adult 
education. Administrators of the fund were to be 
Olivet’s minister, Board chair, and treasurer. The 
fund would be self-sustaining and open to other 
contribution for those who saw the benefit of the 
fund.  
 

Olivet Christian Church Education Assistance 
Loan fund is to help members, family members, 
or friends of the church to attain a degree or 
certification from an accredited postsecondary 
educational institution. This is a loan which must 
be repaid to ensure it exists in the future for 
those in need of support.  
 
The maximum loan amount is $3,000 prorated 
over 2 semesters, 3 trimesters or 4 quarters a 
year. This is based on a full-time academic load 
of 12 hours. Loans to part time students will be 
prorated based on number of hours being taken. 
Loans are subject to the availability of funds.  
 
Following graduation, or separation from school, 
the loan applicant has one of two options for 
repayment of the loan. 
• Elect to repay the full balance of the loan 

within 1 year of graduation, or separation 
from school, with no interest charged; or 

• Repay over time with an 
Annual simple interest charge of 5%. 

 
Administrators are the Minister, Board chair, and 
Treasurer. Applications are available by 
contacting the church office (Becky) or the 
church treasurer (Diane Bartley).  
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 The Food Pantries in Central Missouri and 
Boone County are always in need of assistance. 
The list below contains suggestions for 
donations. Items donated in the second quarter 
of 2019 will go to Russell Chapel Food Pantry. 
Place your items in the Food Pantry area of the 
Fellowship Hall. 

MEAT 
Canned tuna/salmon 
Canned chicken/ham/beef/spam 
Canned ravioli/spaghetti w/meatballs 
Canned pork ‘n beans or any beans 
Soups 
Dried beans 
Peanut butter 
Beef stew 
Boxed pizza w/meat 
 

ALTERNATE 
Cereal - rice / oatmeal 

Dry pasta - ramen noodles 
Chicken or tuna helper 

Corn bread or biscuit mixes 
Pancake mix and syrup 

Jell-O pudding mixes or packets 
Microwave popcorn 

Catsup, mayo, 
mustard 

Mac ‘n cheese 

OLIVET EDUCATION ASSISTANCE LOAN FUND 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
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Over the past 10 years the Columbia Center for 
Urban Agriculture, CCUA, has developed a very 
productive urban farm at Smith & Pannell Streets 
in north central Columbia - a site owned by Mark 
& Carol Stevenson. Their ‘Planting for the Pantry’ 
program produces thousands of pounds of 
garden produce for the Food Bank’s Central 
Pantry each year. In addition, CCUA has also 
developed an educational partnership with 
Columbia Public Schools and offers 
‘Opportunity Gardens’ to families who 
qualify – providing supplies, construction 
assistance and mentoring to enable 
families to create gardens and learn to 
grow and preserve a portion of their food.  
 

CCUA is now moving their operation to the 
new Agriculture Park on W. Ash with work 
already underway on new garden beds. The new 
Farmers Market Pavilion there has greatly 
enhanced the Market for both vendors and 
customers. The ‘Ag Park’ is the result of an 
innovative collaboration among CCUA, the City 
of Columbia, the Columbia Farmers Market and 
Sustainable Farms & Communities.   
 

While these developments are very exciting, what 
is happening to the former CCUA Urban Farm? 

That site is now the Mark & Carol Stevenson 
Veterans Urban Farm – A Deep Roots Partnership 
– an innovative collaboration between Harry S 
Truman Veterans Hospital and CCUA who have 
entered into a three-year agreement to use the 
farm as a means to help veterans improve their 
health and their lives.  Patients at the VA will 
have opportunities to work as paid apprentices 
to maintain the site over the growing season 

through the VA’s Compensated Work 
Therapy Program. Fruits and vegetables 
grown here will be sold to the public, 
donated to local veterans and used in 
health-focused programming at the VA.  
The farm will also be used for VA patients 
who participate in Recreational Therapy 
Programs, MOVE! Weight Management 

Classes, the Healthy Teaching Kitchen and Whole 
Health Initiative as well as a place for thoughtful 
reflection and yoga. Events like barbecues, family 
fun nights and volunteer workdays will create a 
healthy space for veterans to gather and build 
community.  Patriot Place, an apartment complex 
for veterans on the Business Loop, is nearby.  
 

May these partnerships be a blessing to our 
entire community! 

• Signup Sheet is now posted for the months 
of January through March 2019. Choose the 
time that works best for you to help 
with this essential task. Blue recycle 
bags and paper grocery sacks are 
stored under the sinks in both 
kitchens for your convenience. 

 

• Volunteers sign up to take 
Olivet kitchen recyclables to 
drop-off bins in town or to include 
with home recyclable pickup for 
those who live in the city of Columbia. 
Complete directions are posted at the Signup 
Sheet on the west bulletin board in Fellowship 
Hall and on the kitchen refrigerators. 

• Questions? Visit with Chalen Jackson or 
Marilyn Bettenhausen. 

 

Special thanks to Bob & Karen Fry, Tim 
Connet, Wes Knight, Jerry & Carol 
Darnell, Michael & Christina Moore, 

Chalen & Julia Jackson, Rich & 
Ginny Edgar, Chris & Lori Valleroy 
and Dennis & Marilyn Bettenhausen 
who helped process Olivet’s kitchen 

recyclable last year. More hands are 
welcome! 

 
~Sustainable Living Team 

EMBRACING THE GOOD NEWS FOR PLANET EARTH 
NEW YEAR, NEW GARDENS, NEW PARTNERSHIPS 

OLIVET’S KITCHEN RECYCLABLES TEAM NEEDS YOU!   
TAKE YOUR TURN IN THE NEW YEAR 



In an effort to be faithful stewards of our 
resources and to uphold our commitment to be a 
Green Chalice Church we are asking for help in 
making changes to the production and submitted 
materials for the Olivet Connection newsletter. 
We are asking for you assistance in the following 
ways: 
 
1) Articles submitted be no longer than 2-3 

paragraphs. Articles that require more than a 
page will be edited. Shorter articles ensure we 
have space for everyone who has information 
they want to share each month. More 
information about your event/activity/
program can be shared in other electronic 
and in-church forms such as the weekly 
Updater, announcement slides, and bulletins.  

2) Send articles and information to the office  in 
Word documents if possible. Information 
submitted in the body of an email requires 
extra editing. Also, text only please! No 
borders, text boxes, or graphics as these do 
not import easily and require extra time to fix.  

 
3) Be mindful of the deadline (normally the 

Wednesday before the last Wednesday of the 
month). Late submissions require time, effort 
and often push back the print day. 

 
Thank you for  
your help! 

Olivet Connections 

Page 4 

 
January 1 

Holy Name of Jesus 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
Matthew 25:31-46 
Numbers 6:22-27 

Galatians 4:4-7 or Philippians 
2:5-11 

Luke 2:15-21 
Psalm 8 

  
 

January 5 
2nd Sunday of Christmas 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
Psalm 147:12-20  

 
January 6 
Epiphany 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
  

January 12 
Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42:1-9 
Acts 10:34-43 

Matthew 3:13-17 
Psalm 29 

  

January 19 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 

 
January 26 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23 

Start now as you clean, store, and glean your closets after the Christmas/
New Year Holidays collecting your unused, unwanted items for donating to 
our major outreach/recycling/sustainable/fundraising event. Let your 
neighbors know too that this opportunity is available for them to contribute. 
REMEMBER: items should be in respectable condition as they are a reflection 
of our church. More details to come~ 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29 OCC ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 

NEWSLETTER GUIDELINES 

JANUARY 

LLLLECTIONARYECTIONARYECTIONARYECTIONARY    
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SHARING THE GOOD NEWS... 
COLUMBIA CROP HUNGER WALK RAISED OVER $16,400  
The Columbia CROP Hunger Walk held in 
September has raised $16,453.20. The CROP 
Hunger Walk ‘Top Fundraiser’ trophy has been 
awarded this year to Missouri United Methodist 
Church which raised $3,537.00 by the cutoff date 
of November 1. Five other faith communities 
raised over $1,000 each: 

• Olivet Christian Church ...................... $2,708.00  
• Fairview Community of Christ ............. $2,355.00  
• Columbia United Church of Christ .... $2,280.00  
• Broadway Christian Church .................. $1,395.00 

• Hindu Temple CC Helping Hands ...... $1,229.20 
Thank you, Olivet donors, for your continued 
generous support of our WALK! Your gifts truly 
‘make the Grace of GOD real for people’ – around 
the block and around the world. 
 

 Mark your calendars now for CROP WALK 2020 – 
Sunday, September 20 at the new Agriculture 
Park on W. Ash Street. We’ll celebrate CCUA’s first 
growing season in their new location as well as 
the new Farmers Market Pavilion and new trail 
around the park. 

The Outreach committee would like to thank 
every one who shopped at the Fair Trade Sales. 
We sold $905.00 worth of wonderful treasures 
plus another $49.50 when the unsold items were 
taken back to Community Methodist Church. A 
total of $954.50. Chocolate and coffee were the 
big sellers, these items were made from beans 
that came from Africa and Latin America. The felt 
Christmas ornaments and animals came from the 
highlands of Guatemala and Nepal. The soap 
stone colored hearts and the carved words, such 
as PEACE were from Kenya. The luminaries were 
from Nicaragua. These are just a few of the items 

we sold and thought how interesting the different 
countries they were from. You were helping 
people all over the world by making these 
purchases. What a wonderful ministry they are 
doing at Community Methodist by having their 
shop! Once again, we thank you for your 
support!    

We need to continue to work on the covenant, 
but it is difficult right now with the Holidays and 
search for an interim minister and accompanist. I 
am also putting together a search committee for 
our new permanent minister. 
 
The Board has elected officers for 2020. Your new 
Board Chair is Amanda Durbak; Vice-Chair is 
Rockie Alden; and Secretary is Rebecca Dykhouse. 
We as a congregation are fortunate to have these 
leaders guide the Board through the challenges 
of the upcoming year. We can be sure they will 
serve the best interest of Olivet Christian Church 

in helping to find new minister, finish the 
covenant work, and many other exciting 
fellowship goals. 
This will be my last article as your Board Chair 
and I just want to thank everyone for all the 
support and love I’ve received this past year. 
We’ve faced some tough challenges, but as 
always, the Olivet Church family has stepped up 
and worked together to accomplish our common 
goal of “Making God’s Grace Real for People.” 
 
Peace and Prayers, 
~Richard Moore, Board Chair 

FROM THE OLIVET BOARD 
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ANGEL TREE - THANKS FOR A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS!  

Five families - who depend on the 
work of the Voluntary Action Center 
and the generosity of its sponsors - 
will celebrate a bright and merry 
Christmas because of the kindness of 
Olivet Christian Church. 
 

Seventeen youth (ages 3 months to 19 years) 
received toys, games, clothing, underwear, coats, 
and sports equipment. Their families (7 adults 
total) received towels, washcloths, kitchen 
equipment and utensils, laundry and dish 
detergent, toilet tissue, personal hygiene items 
and cleaning supplies. 
 

In addition, you have given the gifts of clean 
laundry and warm winter socks to the residents of 

St Francis and Lois Bryant Houses for 
those without permanent homes. 911 
loads of laundry, 15 rolls of paper 
towels, 123 pairs of men’s socks and 
52 pairs of women’s socks were 
delivered. 

 

Olivet members are always so very generous at 
Christmas time. You chose not to just give, but to 
give the very best and give not just one but two 
or more. All of us on the Outreach Committee 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts, but not 
nearly as much as the moms and dads who can 
celebrate with their children this year.  Peace and 
Joy! 

Rainbow House 2019 
359 children and their families were supported 
this year; record-breaking 172 children admitted 
to the Shelter this year; miles driven to get 
children to school and appointments was 3,240. 
 
Voluntary Action Center 
2019 lunch in the park, served 2,209 lunches 
using 600 hours of volunteer time - remember, 
this was one of our BBQ grants! They are seeing 
an almost 5% increase in services provided this 
year because of adding a full-time staff person. 
They also added a housing services position that 
will serve persons who have been incarcerated.  
1,000 individuals received warm winter clothing 

during the Warm-Up Columbia drive for coats, 
hats and gloves; Olivet donated to this. 
 
Festival of Sharing 
Quilt Auction results, $18,165 that will buy 
blankets for Church World Service distribution to 
disaster areas and homeless shelters. Festival also 
received and distributed 646 Backpacks of Love 
to shelters in Missouri - remember, 52 of those 
were from Olivet! 

Each year, Outreach teams up with the Mission Family leaders to share the love and 
concern of Olivet with our members and friend by giving poinsettias to those who 
have suffered loss of loved ones during the year and/or who endure significant 
health concerns.  
 
This year your participation and support of the Thanksgiving Dinner in 
November, provided 37 poinsettias to our “family” members to remind them 
that they are not alone during this time of the year.  Thank you for making 
these small gifts possible. 

POINSETTIAS - WITH LOVE FROM OLIVET  

OUTREACH TIDBITS 

Each year, Dale Vogt joyfully makes wooden toys for the children of our Angel Tree families.  What little 
boy or girl will not be enchanted by a hand-made wooden helicopter, boat, pull-toy rooster or pig, 
truck or tumble block tower?  Thank you, Dale for sharing your skills and passion in such a loving way!  
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OLIVET CHRISTIAN CHURCH JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

Olivet Connections 

Wednesday, January 1 
New Year’s DayNew Year’s DayNew Year’s DayNew Year’s Day    
Church Office Closed 
 
Sunday, January 5 
2222ndndndnd    Sunday after ChristmasSunday after ChristmasSunday after ChristmasSunday after Christmas    
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
9:30 AM Children’s Music 
10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11:00 AM Traditional  & Children’s 

Worship (4 yrs. - 3rd grade) 
3:30 PM Worship at Lenoir 
 
Tuesday, January 7 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg. 
 
Wednesday, January 8 
7:15 PM Choir Practice 
 
Sunday, January 12 
1111stststst    Sunday after the EpiphanySunday after the EpiphanySunday after the EpiphanySunday after the Epiphany    
8:30 AM Outreach Team Mtg. 
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
9:30 AM Children’s Music 
10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11:00 AM Traditional  & Children’s 

Worship (4 yrs. - 3rd grade) 
 
Monday, January 13 
10:00 AM Regional Commission on 

Ministry (MP)  
 
Tuesday, January 14 
9:00 AM Regional Commission on 

Ministry (MP)  
10:00 AM Staff Mtg. 
5:45 PM Mission Family Leaders  
 
Wednesday, January 15 
6:00 PM Sustainable Living Team 
7:15 PM Choir Practice 

Sunday, January 19 
2222ndndndnd    Sunday after the EpiphanySunday after the EpiphanySunday after the EpiphanySunday after the Epiphany    
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
9:30 AM Children’s Music 
10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11:00 AM Traditional  & Children’s 

Worship (4 yrs. - 3rd grade) 
12:00 AM Chili Cookoff 
 
Monday, January 20 
Martin Luther King Jr Day 
7:00 PM Board Mtg. 
 
Tuesday, January 21 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg. 
 
Wednesday, January 22 
Newsletters Articles Due 
7:15 PM Choir Practice 
 
Friday, January 24 
6:30 PM Theological Movie Night 
  
Sunday, January 26 
3333rdrdrdrd    Sunday after the EpiphanySunday after the EpiphanySunday after the EpiphanySunday after the Epiphany    
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
9:30 AM Children’s Music 
10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11:00 AM Traditional  & Children’s 

Worship (4 yrs. - 3rd grade) 
 
Tuesday, January 28 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg. 
 
Wednesday, January 29 
Newsletters Mailed 
7:15 PM Choir Practice    


