
1 
 

Olivet Christian Church Worship 
Sunday, May 3, 2020 
4th Sunday of Easter 

 
Affirmation (based on Psalm 23)   
    
You, O God, are our Shepherd. 
You provide everything we need. 
You let us rest in green meadows 
and lead us beside quiet streams. 
You renew our strength, 
and guide us in ways that bring honor to Your 
name. 
 
Even when we walk through difficult valleys, 
we will not fear, 
for you never are far away— 
protecting and comforting, 
guarding and guiding every step we take. 
 
You prepare a feast for us 
in the presence of our enemies. 
You welcome us as friends 
and lavish your blessings on us. 
 
We know that your goodness and unfailing love 
will continue to pursue us all the days of our 
lives, 
and that after our lives here are over, 
we will spend eternity in your presence. 
 

 
Pastoral Prayer     
      
Christ our Shepherd, God our Home, 
In you we place our fears and faith; 
In you we rest our worries and heartaches. 
 
Along your winding pathways,  
We are surprised and amazed. 
By your still clear pools, 
We find satisfaction and rest. 
With your redirection, 

Our lives bring glory to you. 
Invited to your shared table, 
We discover ourselves in one another. 
Through turmoil and trouble, crisis and danger, 
You remain unwaveringly beside us. 
You are our wonder and our longing, 
Our daily amazement and our persistent 
questions. 
 
Call us by your mercy to generosity of service. 
Call us by your ever-flowing grace to faithfulness 
in following you. 
Call us by your imagination to visions of a 
beautiful kingdom for all creation. 
 
Christ our Shepherd, God our Home, 
Dwelling in your house, we are at peace with 
ourselves and one another, 
No more to wander from your paths of goodness 
and mercy and justice and grace. 
In your holy and everlasting name we pray. 
Amen.  
 

 
Scripture: Acts 2:42-47     
 
42 The believers devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their 
shared meals, and to their prayers.  
 
43 A sense of awe came over everyone. God 
performed many wonders and signs through the 
apostles. 44 All the believers were united and 
shared everything. 45 They would sell pieces of 
property and possessions and distribute the 
proceeds to everyone who needed them.  
 
46 Every day, they met together in the temple and 
ate in their homes. They shared food with 
gladness and simplicity. 47 They praised God and 
demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone. The 
Lord added daily to the community those who 
were being saved. 
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Message  Rev. Coletta Eichenberger 
 
Can you imagine this? All of us together, devoting 
ourselves to the teachings of the disciples; 
devoting ourselves to the community; to shared 
meals; and to our prayers? Experiencing a sense 
of awe; God performing many wonders and signs 
through us, present day disciples; all of us united, 
sharing everything; each of us distributing our 
property and our goods to everyone who was in 
need. Meeting together in prayer; sharing food 
with gladness and simplicity; praising our 
Creator, and being a reflection of God’s goodness 
to EVERYONE!! Can you imagine? And what if 
that light that spread out from our shared 
gladness and generosity, reached far beyond our 
walls, into the community at large, and into the 
world? Can you imagine? 
 
What comes to mind is the ways that the 
Shepherds, so appropriately named, care for this 
flock of believers! I was in a zoom gathering of 
friends from Pilgrim church in St. Louis last week, 
and I held up a recent email which showed the 
list of members and friends of Olivet who had 
been contacted in the week, and the list spilled 
over onto a second page, and my friends were 
amazed! This is what we’re talkin’ about! Care, 
nurture, concern, and holding the hearts and 
lives of one another as a sacred trust. People 
who receive this care, feel seen and heard and 
remembered! It is a gift to be held in such 
community! 
 
And, oh yes! Shared meals! How many bodies 
and souls have been nourished around the table 
at a potluck, at the tables at Loaves and Fishes, 
and weekly as you gather around the table Jesus 
prepares for everyone? Surely, this is the offering 
of love, forgiveness, basic goodness, and hope 
from one heart to another. It is part and parcel of 
the core of what Olivet embodies at its best! 

The community comes together in prayer and 
study weekly in Bible Study, in faith formation, in 
those who minister to the residents at Lenoir, 
especially in this time of social distancing; 
through communication and reaching out to 
check in on each other. In these ways, the life of 
the community is shared with gladness and 
simplicity. 
 
I listened to an interview last evening with Sr. 
Simone Campbell, who I’ve mentioned before, 
she of “Nuns on The Bus” fame. Sr. Simone, 
among other things, is an attorney, and was the 
founder of the Community Law Center in 
Oakland, CA. She spoke about what it means to 
be in community, and talked about the fact that 
since she became a novitiate at 19, she has been 
in the community of sisters whose hearts and 
souls are intertwined. She talked about how 
much living in community creates a space where 
each one is there for the good and well-being of 
each other.  She said she finds community 
everywhere she turns, and affirmed that our lives 
are so interconnected beyond what we usually 
recognize. This is one of the silver linings of 
COVID-19. We are experiencing first hand how 
each person’s life effects and makes an impact on 
so many others – next door, down the street, 
across town, or around the world. We see with 
much greater clarity how necessary support is; 
the power of touch; the power of presence; the 
power of compassion; and the power of enough. 
Sr. Simone says that in community, we may not 
always have everything you need, but we 
recognize that what we have is enough, because 
we are present for each other.  
 
 In John, chapter 10, Jesus says, “I have come to 
bring life to all that they might have it 
abundantly.” This is abundant life, not a life of 
abundance, a life filled with material riches. Jesus 
is talking about the abundant life as a life that 
recognizes how vital relationships are for the 
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good of all. The abundant life sees each other’s 
needs and responds with generosity be it food, 
shelter, safety, caring for each other’s children, 
or challenging systems that create the margins 
where far too many people live. THIS is the 
abundant life that Jesus came to give us, and this 
is the commandment he makes to us, his 
disciples. We are to carry on the ministries of 
abundant life that is the blessing of all God’s 
children. 
 
I have to wonder, what are the “wonders and 
signs” that God might perform through us 21st 
century disciples? A story that Sr. Simone shared 
that I found especially moving was in response to 
the question about what does she do when 
someone who holds very different political views 
from hers, confronts her. She said she was in OH, 
and a man who was clearly a supporter of an 
opposite point of view, was shouting at her, and 
from somewhere inside herself, she found the 
presence to take a deep breath, and ask the man 
to tell her why he was so angry; tell her his story. 
The man said that his whole life his parents told 
him that if you worked hard, played by the rules, 
that you would get ahead. But none of that had 
held true for him. He did all the things that he 
thought he was supposed to do, and not only did 
he not have the life he’d imagined, but he could 
not provide that life and example for his son. And 
Sr. Simone said she listened to his story, and then 
said, “It sounds to me like you feel ashamed that 
you didn’t measure up to your parents’ 
expectations.” And immediately, the man’s eyes 
welled up with tears, and she understood where 
his pain and anger came from. And in his story, 
she identified that he had felt that he had failed 
personally, but so much of his life had been 
impacted by things like the undermining of 
unions; the flattening of wages; manufacturing 
jobs being shifted off shore via trade agreements; 
and no chance for advancement. These were in 
no way his fault, but he felt powerless to rise 

above the system that did not play by the rules 
by which he’d mapped out his life. 
 
The power of that story was multi-layered. First 
of all, in listening, Sr. Simone genuinely heard 
where this man’s anger and pain were coming 
from, and helped her understand why he 
grabbed on to the politics that he felt addressed 
his need. It affirmed that more and more we 
need to be talking to each other, and listening 
from the heart. AND it is a clear message that the 
mandate of the church is to be more passionate 
about challenging the structures that devalue 
people; push people to the margins; exploit 
people and the environment for the benefit of 
the few; and do everything in its power to work 
for change to level the playing field for everyone.  
Sr. Simone said that it’s a good start for us to ride 
our bicycles, recycle everything we can; and be 
kind and nice to our neighbors, but those things 
are not sufficient to embody the Gospel in our 
time of such urgent need. Embodying the Gospel 
in ways that change power structures to exist for 
the good of the many is what it means to live in 
community.  
 
What would it look like, if, as 21st century 
disciples, we lived church in a way that spoke to 
the needs of all our members? What would it 
look like, if, as 21st century disciples, we were a 
force for change, and challenge, and 
transformation of oppressive structures? What 
would it look like, if, as 21st century disciples we 
embodied the courage of the Gospel to offer the 
abundant life of God’s goodness to everyone? I 
wonder…. I believe we begin in gratitude for 
NOW; for the present moment; for the 
community we share; and for the unfailing love 
of the God who created us. I believe we begin by 
listening to each other’s stories, by hearing one 
another into speech. I believe we begin in small, 
incremental steps, but that we do not stop there, 
we do not become self-satisfied with only that, 
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but know there is much to do to build 
community, to be repairers of the breach, and 
those who hold the lives of all people as our 
sacred trust, which includes actions on behalf of 
others to change structures that oppress. We 
start small, we work together, we share a vision, 
we share our stories, and we commit again and 
again to build a world that is for everyone a place 
of healing, wholeness, safety and value. We 
begin again and again.  
 

 
Benediction 
 
As you go forth about your day, throughout your 
week, 
May you devote yourself to the teachings of the 
gospel, 
To your prayers and our Christian fellowship, 
For they will lead you to a glad and generous 
heart. 
 
And may the God who calls us by name 
Lead you out to green pastures 
And lead you in to the safety of Christ’s fold. 
 


