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Making �e grace of God real f� people. 

Somehow, “Happy New Year!” rings 
just a bit hollow this year. Feels much 
too flippant. Too much like 
pretending all the pain of 2020 is 
behind us, or SHOULD be. But just as 
morning follows night, seamlessly, 
and try as we might to mark each sunrise as a fresh 
beginning, the challenges and hopes of the previous 
day are often there to greet us. So it is with a new year, 
and THIS New Year especially.  
 

The Psalms are the best place I know to turn when we’re 
contemplating how to express lament and rejoicing, 
and the Psalmist does a far cry better naming of this 
time than proclaiming, “Happy New Year!” 
 

4-5 All you saints! Sing your hearts out to G34! 
    Thank him to his face! 

He gets angry once in a while, but across 
    a lifetime there is only love. 

The nights of crying your eyes out 
    give way to days of laughter.   

Ps. 30:4-5 (The Message) 
 

When we look at “a lifetime”, we have to admit that so 
very often, through loss, grief, wounding, we do find 
ourselves able to laugh, to give thanks, to rejoice again. 
We are reminded of the rabbinical message that goes 
to the heart of our pain and our joy, “This too shall 
pass.” 
 

As long and arduous as this year has felt, again and 
again, we have found glimmers of light in the darkness. 
Through news of unspeakable numbers of illness and 
death, we have landed on stories of love triumphing 
over despair and heartbreak, of the resilience of 
families, co-workers, and communities to rise to the 
challenge of feeding one another, being co-sojourners 
through the pain and loss, of working harder and harder 
to bring to light systemic injustice in all its forms. And 
the work continues.  
 

The New Year dawns on a country and a world on the 
verge of setting things right. Vaccines will help bring 
infections and deaths closer to STOP. New leadership 
will hopefully address raging inequities, and out of 

control climate degradation. And all 
of us who are doing soul work, 
continue each new day to lean into 
the light, and help to heal the 
searing darkness of divisiveness 
we’ve lived with in recent years.  

 

I cannot remember the first time I read this poem, but 
for years now, it is among the first thoughts I have 
about the ending of one year turning, in a heartbeat, 
into the beginning of the next.   
 

Mystic, poet, philosopher, and theologian Howard 
Thurman reminds us of the true meaning of Christmas 
in his poem, “The Work of Christmas.” 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 
 

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers [and sisters] 
To make music in the heart. 

 

Rebuilding the nations; bringing peace to our brothers 
and sisters; and making music in the heart. What a job 
description, eh? Truth be told, this is always our labor of 
love. This is the challenge and the gift; the hope and the 
dream that somehow we will be builders, peacemakers 
and musicians of heart, soul, mind and body! Our 
instruments and tools are compassion and justice, light 
and salt.  
 

As we take a deep bow of the heart and soul to endings 
yielding to beginnings, may we find the music in our 
own souls to sing, dance and praise the God who does 
not leave us in lament, but indeed brings joy in the 
morning!  
 

Peace, Hope, and Light for the Journey, 
Pastor Coletta 
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 AN ATAN ATAN ATAN AT----HOME LITURGY HOME LITURGY HOME LITURGY HOME LITURGY     
for the First Sunday  
After Christmas  

 

Wri�en by Sarah Are 

 

 

INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION    
This liturgy is designed to help you set aside �me and space for worship in 

your own home as we con�nue to walk through this sacred Christmas season. While this may not be the formal order of 

worship you are accustomed to, this simple liturgy invites you to carve out space for reflec�on, scripture, and prayer—

using items you may have at home. It can be used by individuals or families with young children. 

 

SuppliesSuppliesSuppliesSupplies    
 An Advent wreath or candle with a lighter or matches. 

 A cell phone or computer to use briefly to send a message of peace to someone you love. 

 A Bible. 

 Post-It Notes, 3 for each person. 

 A pen or pencil for each person.  

    

SET THE SPACESET THE SPACESET THE SPACESET THE SPACE    
Supplies: An Advent wreath or candle with a lighter or matches. 

 

A sanctuary can be defined as a place of refuge or safety. It is a space set apart. As you worship in the comfort of your 

own home, create a space set apart. Light your Advent wreath if you have one, or a single candle if you do not. Fill up a 

cup of coffee. Pull out your Bible and a pen. Se�le in. Breathe deeply. Trust that God is with you, wherever you are.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgy by Sarah Are | A Sanc�fied Art LLC | sanc�fiedart.org 

On Sunday, December 27th, we're going screen-free. Take the Sunday a2er Christmas to rest and reset a2er the holidays 

by par�cipa�ng in our at-home service. Centering around the story of Simeon and Anna blessing young Jesus in the 

Temple, this interac�ve liturgy is designed to provide space for reflec�on. In order to offer the same �me for rest and 

reflec�on to our staff and volunteers, we will not be having virtual or drive-in worship on 12/27.  
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SET THE SPACESET THE SPACESET THE SPACESET THE SPACE (CONT.)(CONT.)(CONT.)(CONT.) 

Tips for Young Families: 
 Invite your kids to have a hands-on role in this liturgy by having them collect the supplies from around the 

house (Post-It Notes, pens, Bible, candle/Advent wreath, lighter, etc). They could light the candle, read the 

scriptures, and write on the Post-It Notes if they’re able.  

 Before you begin the liturgy, invite your children to create a special place for you all to sit and reflect. They can 

make a comfortable fort out of pillows for you to sit on the floor, or gather all the supplies needed around the 

table!  

 

BE THE CHURCHBE THE CHURCHBE THE CHURCHBE THE CHURCH    
Supplies: Cell phone or computer. 

Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
1 

Our scripture passage for today 

tells the story of young Jesus being blessed in the temple by his community of faith. Two prophets, Anna and Simeon, 

proclaim praise and blessings for Jesus. The church is the people, and we cannot do faith without one another. Knowing 

that, take a moment to text or email someone in your faith community. Think of the people who have served as Anna 

and Simeon in your life—poin�ng out good news and Jesus when they see it. Send those people a message of peace or a 

short blessing, giving thanks for them. 

 

Tips for Young Families: 
 Invite your kids to film a short video that you can text to friends or family, sharing messages of love and 

affirma�on. Empower your kids to select the people they want to say hello to and what message they want to 

share.  

 

READREADREADREAD | Luke 2:22-40 
Supplies: Bible, pen/pencil (op�onal). 

Reading scripture is the central part of worship. Take a moment to read this week’s scripture passage (Luke 2:22-40) 

about Simeon and Anna—two figures who could not keep silent about the dream unfolding in front of their eyes.  

 

Tips for Young Families: 
 Use a children’s bible if you have one!  

 If you have a na�vity scene close by, invite your kids to point out Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus from the 

na�vity scene—three of the characters in this story. Use those characters to act out the story of them 

traveling to the temple. Perhaps you might find other figurines or items that can serve as the Anna and 

Simeon characters. 

 

 

 

 

Ma�hew 18:20, NRSV.  
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REFLECTREFLECTREFLECTREFLECT    
Reflec�on Prompts for Luke 2:22-40 

1. No�ce the characters in this story. For each character, imagine what emo�ons they might be feeling. Which 

character(s) do you relate to most—Mary, Joseph, Simeon, or Anna?  

2. The text says that Simeon was “moved by the Spirit” (v. 27). Have you ever felt “moved by the Spirit?” What 

does that look like for you?  

3. Both Anna and Simeon publicly display their faith, telling all who will listen about Jesus and their dreams for 

Jerusalem’s future. What things do you speak up about? What are things you have remained silent about? 

What prevents you from speaking?  

4. Who in your life has been an Anna and Simeon for you? What did they speak about, and how did their 

profession change you? 

 

Reflec�on Prompts for Young Families 
1. The text today speaks of Jesus being presented in the temple. In many ways, this mirrors the ritual of 

dedica�ng babies
2
 at a young age in worship. If this tradi�on applies to your family, pull out photos of your 

child’s dedica�on
3
 and talk about that special day. Share with your children what this experience was like for you, 

and why this tradi�on is special.  
2. One way to study scripture is by asking ques�ons that begin with who, what, why, and how: 

a.  Who are the people and places involved? 

b.  What is happening here? What does this story teach us about? 

c.  Why did the people do what they did? Why was this story included in the Bible? 

d.  How does this story compel me to ac�on? How does this story help me learn about God? 

3. Finally, focus on the “now what”? What is your takeaway from the story? What are you charged to do, 

think, or feel?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2
 or bap�zing 

3
 or bap�sm 
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CREATIVE REFLECTIONCREATIVE REFLECTIONCREATIVE REFLECTIONCREATIVE REFLECTION | Reading the Poem, Swell 
1. Read the poem, “Swell” printed below. 

2. Underline the words or phrases that stand out to you.  

3. What topics of conversa�on create a swell of emo�ons for you?  

4. What things are you so passionate about that you cannot help but speak them out loud? 

 

SWELLSWELLSWELLSWELL | Luke 2:22-40 
You know that feeling when you fall in love?  

Time-stands-s�ll and moves too fast. 

You’d give up sleep just to talk all night,  

Because there’s so much to say and not enough �me.  

 

It’s that full to the brim,  

Over the stars,  

Living is dreaming, 

Too-good-to-be-true  

Kind of feeling?  

 

I imagine that’s how Simeon and Anna felt  

When they saw Jesus that day.  

I imagine it was that full to the brim,  

Over the stars,  

Living is dreaming, 

Too-good-to-be-true  

Good news kind of feeling. 

 

I imagine it was love.  

And I imagine that that good, good news  

Swelled to the �p of their tongues 

Un�l they could not keep silent.  

 

So may we know what Simeon and Anna knew,  

Which is that some dreams we hold close to our chest,  

For ourselves to cherish and never forget.  

But other dreams must be spoken out loud—  

Dreams of jus�ce and love and hope, here and now.  

 

So today my prayer is to know that swell,  

For there is good, good news  

That we must tell. 

 

—by Sarah Are 
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JOIN THE CONVERSATIONJOIN THE CONVERSATIONJOIN THE CONVERSATIONJOIN THE CONVERSATION | Reflective Prayer 
Supplies: Post-It Notes (3 per person), pens/pencils. 

There are some dreams that we keep to ourselves, but there are others that must be spoken out loud. Anna and Simeon 

speak about their dreams for Jerusalem. They speak of their dreams for the Messiah. They could not keep silent. 

 

To prac�ce speaking aloud our dreams for this world, we invite you to write three things on Post-It Notes, following 

these prompts:  

1. Anna and Simeon begin speaking by praising God. Write something that you are grateful for—a piece of good 

news worthy of praise.  

2. Anna and Simeon have dreams for a be�er world. Write a dream you have for the world that we need to speak 

about.  

3. Anna and Simeon speak and are heard, but not all people are listened to with the same equality in our world. 

Think of one person or group of people that are speaking, but are not being heard. May this be a reminder that 

we can use our voices for and alongside others.  

 

Once you are done with your Post-It Note prayers, place them somewhere where you will see them o2en. Take a 

picture of them and share it on social media, tagging @sanc�fiedart (using the hashtag: #ThoseWhoDreamSA). This will 

allow you to see what other people cannot keep silent about, adding your voice to a wider conversa�on. 

 

PRAYPRAYPRAYPRAY    
In conclusion, pray the following prayer. When you finish, blow out your candles, and know that God is with you always.  
 

Divine Voice,  

In the beginning,  

It was you who spoke over the water and brought forth crea�on.  

And then it was you who asked, “Cain, where is your brother?” 

It was you who spoke to Elijah in a s�ll, small, voice.  

And it was you, through angels,  

Who spoke to Mary and Joseph and the shepherds.  

You have always been speaking—  

In words, in memories, in songs, and in dreams.  

We come to you today, asking for the strength to join our voices to yours.  

Open our ears to hear the voices of those crying out. 

Open our mouths to speak aloud your dream for this world.  

We are listening. We are grateful.  

 Amen.  
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Job Point: On behalf of the clients, staff and Board of 
Directors, please accept our humble thanks for your 
generous donation of $700 in October.  Your gift will 
help people in our community like Kijon, who came 
to Job Point determined to turn his life around.  Now, 
Kijon has passed his HiSET and can earn a living 
wage.  Sincerely, Steven Smith, President 
 
Turning Point:  Thank you so much for your 
kind donation of $800 to Turning Point.  
Your gift helps us continue providing 
much needed service to our un-sheltered 
neighbors who are especially vulnerable 
during this crisis.  Because of you, we can 
protect our volunteers and provide 
dignity and hope to those struggling in our 
community.  Blessings, Turning Point Staff 
 
The Food Bank:  Thank you for supporting The Food 
Bank.  Your organization’s grant of $1,039.43 (virtual 
BBQ) will truly help us share food and bring hope to 
those in need.  Every $1 donated provides $21 worth 
of groceries to individuals.  Your contribution also 
helps us to support children’s programs such as 
Buddy Packs and School Pantries as well as the Fresh 
Mobiles that have been provided over the past few 
months getting food to areas in need of more 
resources.  We appreciate your being a part of the 
partnership of many.  Gratefully, Lindsay Young 
Lopez, President 
 

Voluntary Action Center:  Thank you so much for 
your donation of $1,000 to the FISH Fund at VAC.  
Your generous contributions supports vital services 
for many Boone County families.  To be sure, your 
support represents the “Faith In Service to Humanity” 
that is our partnership goal.  We are so pleased to 
serve with you in this good work!  With hope, Nick 
Foster, Executive Director 

 
Columbia Area Older Adult Ministry:  

Thank you for your donation of $700.  I 
am grateful for the many donors, like you, 
who continue to support our work with 
residents in the long-term care 
communities.  Through your gift, you help 
us to share God’s compassion, love and 

care with older adults.  Currently I am allowed 
to be with the independent residents at Lenoir 
Woods and co-lead a Caregiver Support Group there 
twice a month.  Sincerely, Sally A. Robinson 
 
Church World Service Blankets and Tools 
Program:  On behalf of the people who feel more 
hopeful and less alone because of your generosity, 
we thank you.  You have helped people around the 
world to: build viable communities with trades such 
as carpentry, plumbing and tailoring; gain resources 
such as gardening tools to sustain themselves; and 
access clean and safe water by constructing sand 
dams to trap seasonal rainwater. Sincerely, Rev. John 
L. McCullough, President 

Olivet Connections 

Our VIRTUAL Walk celebrating 25 years of Walks in 
Columbia raised $17,013.29! 

This amount is $112.65 more than last year and truly 
makes the hearts of our food program partners 
around Columbia thankful for the community's 
generous and amazingly creative support, despite 
restrictions imposed by covid-19. One example is 
Don Harter's (Broadway Christian) commitment to 
complete a 26-mile Challenge Walk along the KATY 
trail on September 20, the day of the Walk. Others 
made special efforts to challenge their “teams” to 

step out for hunger. Heartfelt thanks has gone out to 
all participating groups and donors! 

Olivet's contribution to the total is $2,235! 

Olivet members supported the virtual CROP Walk by 
going online, sending checks and otherwise finding 
ways to contribute. Thanks to Marilyn Bettenhausen 
and Linda Reed Brown for steering our participation 
and taking the extra steps necessary for a successful 

 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Thank You Notes from Our Partners 

Walking Together - Apart ... the 2020 Columbia CROP Hunger Walk  



 Olivet Education Assistance Loan Fund 

One of the challenges of a growing church, such as 
Olivet, is keeping newcomers informed of all the 
traditions, programming, and “perks” within our 
fellowship. For many in our congregation one of the 
“best kept secrets” is the Olivet Education Assistance 
Loan Fund. 
 
In the 1970’s, Ham Holt (one of the pillars of Olivet) 
passed away. His family requested that a student loan 
fund be established in his memory. Contributions in 
lieu of flowers went into this fund, named the Holt 
Memorial Fund (later renamed Olivet Education 
Fund). A few years later his wife Edna also passed and 
memorial contributions for her were added to the 
loan fund. Under the guidance of Martin Behymer 
(longtime friend, neighbor and church leader) the 
Holt family established the criteria for the use of the 
fund. The fund was to be available for low interest 
loans to members of the community who needed 
money to begin or continue their education – 
vocational school, college or adult education. 
Administrators of the fund were to be Olivet’s 
minister, Board chair, and treasurer. The fund would 
be self-sustaining and open to other contribution for 
those who saw the benefit of the fund. 
 

Olivet Christian Church Education Assistance Loan 
fund is to help members, family members, or friends 
of the church to attain a degree or certification from 
an accredited postsecondary educational institution. 
This is a loan which must be repaid. 
 
The maximum loan amount is $3,000 prorated over 2 
semesters, 3 trimesters or 4 quarters a year. This is 
based on a full-time academic load of 12 hours. 
Loans to part time students will be prorated based on 
number of hours being taken. Loans are subject to 
the availability of funds. 
 
Following graduation, or separation from school, the 
loan applicant has one of two options for repayment 
of the loan. 
 Elect to repay the full balance of the loan within 1 

year of graduation, or separation from school, 
with no interest charged; or 

 Repay over time with an Annual simple interest 
charge of 5%. 

 
Administrators are Senior Minister, Board chair, and 
Treasurer. Applications are available by contacting 
the church office or the church treasurer, Diane 
Bartley. 

Olivet Connections 

effort. Olivet was the 4th highest fundraiser. Thank 
you, faithful Olivet friends! 

Top Fundraiser honors are shared by Columbia 
United Church of Christ ($2,761.00) and Broadway 
Christian Church ($2,741.29) who almost virtually tied, 
having a difference of only $19.71. Third highest 
fundraiser just ahead of Olivet was Missouri United 

Methodist Church ($2,280). Other participating 
groups were Fairview Community of Christ, Hindu 
Temple CC Helping Hands, Wilkes Blvd United 
Methodist Church, the Catholic Worker Community, 
Columbia Friends Meeting, Unitarian Universalist of 
Columbia, the CROP WALK Affinity Group organized 
by Heather McCain, Destiny Worship Center, Fifth 
Street Christian, First Christian, Rock Bridge Christian, 
Bethel Baptist Church, and Russell Chapel CME. 

(Continued from page 7 - 2020 CROP Walk) 
 

Waiting until God is heardWaiting until God is heardWaiting until God is heardWaiting until God is heard    
We’re often taught that prayer is speaking to God. And of course, that’s part of it. It’s good to pray for the well-being and needs of others —  
even Jesus prayed for his disciples. It’s okay to pray for our own growth in faith and love. It’s a wonderful, powerful thing, modeled especially by 
the Psalmists, to give God thanks and praise. And God welcomes our cries of pain and sorrow, offering the Spirit’s help when words fail us 

(Romans 8:26). 
But through the ages, many deeply faithful followers of Christ have practiced contemplative prayer, centering prayer and other forms of 
stillness before God. Danish theologian Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855) expressed it this way: “To pray does not mean to listen to oneself 

speaking. Prayer involves becoming silent, and being silent, and waiting until God is heard.” 
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The red chalice is the widely recognized symbol of 
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Green 
Chalice is both the symbol and the name of the 
Disciples ministry designed to support and recognize 
congregations that are working to become more 
faithful stewards of creation and to 
encourage them to expand their current 
efforts to ‘walk more lightly on the earth.’ 
 
Green Chalice Ministry has two tiers.  
Level 1 – becoming a Green Chalice 
Congregation – includes three steps:  
Forming a Green Team, Signing the Green 
Chalice Covenant (formerly the Alverna 
Covenant); Making three changes toward 
positive environmental stewardship.  
Level 2 - becoming a Certified Green 
Chalice Congregation – is a more 
extensive program that looks at 
congregational life from care for our 
building and grounds through education, 
outreach and justice. 
 

• In April 2015, the Olivet Board 
approved a proposal from the 
Sustainable Living Steering Committee, with 
concurrence of the Property Committee, that 
Olivet officially participate in the Green Chalice 
Ministry, with the goal of becoming a Certified 
Green Chalice Congregation.  An energy 
assessment was completed in May 2015 and a 
weatherization work day was held later that year. 

• On Earth Stewardship Sunday 2016, using the 
Disciples Alverna Covenant, we affirmed our intent 
as individuals and as a congregation to care for 
God’s good creation. Our Green Chalice 
application noted three ways we had reduced our 
environmental impact:  programmable thermostats 
were in use throughout our building; recycling bins 
for paper, plastics, glass, aluminum and food cans 
were stationed appropriately and use of 
disposable items was reduced; mulch used 
extensively in landscaped beds reduced weeds, 
herbicide use, and water consumption, and three 
large planters were watered by a drip irrigation 
system. 

• Olivet was designated a Green Chalice Ministry in 
May 2016 with the letter and certificate from Rev. 
Carol Devine, Green Chalice Minister, framed and 
posted in Fellowship Hall. 

• Our Sustainable Living Team continues to serve as 
our Creation Care or Green Team and 
offers many educational opportunities … 
in-house and outside speakers, study 
groups, tours, field trips and hands-on 
projects such as Seeds ‘n Sprouts and 
Youth/Property work day. COVID curtailed 
these activities in 2020, but we look 
forward to resuming in-person sessions 
when it is safe to do so. 

• In addition to educational 
programming, we work toward ‘walking 
more lightly on the earth’ – more efficient 
lighting has been installed; a small portion 
of our electricity is purchased through the 
Boone REA wind energy program.  Native 
plants have been added to our landscape, 
providing food sources for caterpillars, 
native bees, butterflies and birds. 
 
As climate change accelerates, it is 

imperative that we as individuals, as families, as a 
congregation, reduce carbon emissions and other 
adverse environmental impacts to better care for 
God’s good Earth.  We welcome fresh ideas for 
programs, projects, and practices that promote 
sustainability in our life together.   In this new year, 
consider joining our Sustainable Living Team – 
contact any of our Team members:  Marilyn 
Bettenhausen, Chalen Jackson, Fred Martz, Larry 
Brown, Kim Amiot, Jere Gilles. 
 
Sign up for the monthly Green Chalice Newsletter 
and learn more about the Green Chalice program at 
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-
advocacy/green-chalice/green-chalice-program/  
 
“Ours is not the task of fixing the entire world at once,  

but of stretching out to mend the part of the world 
that is within our reach.”   
… Clarissa Pinkola Estes 

Olivet Connections 
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What is “Green Chalice? and how does Olivet participate in this ministry? 



Once upon a time, there was a group of people who 
called themselves “Community Olivet”. Community 
Olivet (CO) was faithful, generous, kind, and friendly, 
but like all humans, they sometimes were grouchy 
and disagreed. Now if there were ever a time in 
history when they should have been especially 
grouchy and disagreeable, it would have been the 
year of the pandemic. Some were sick, all were 
separated from their friends who didn’t live in the 
same home, they couldn’t go out whenever they 
wanted to shop or eat, and inspirational gatherings 
were not the same as before.  All-in-all they were 
pretty miserable and just wanted 
somehow to return to normal. 
 
Ordinarily, Community Olivet would 
have celebrated Thanksgiving and 
being together by eating a traditional 
feast prepared by a handful of 
dedicated CO-cooks. In return, 
everyone else contributed money to the 
Angel Tree fund, because that was a 
special way that they honored the birth 
of a baby long ago… sharing gifts with 
less fortunate children and their families 
and giving poinsettia plants to those 
who were saddened by Illness and 
death of loved ones. But, you already 
know that Community Olivet couldn’t 
eat a luscious meal or talk and laugh 
together like normal. 
 
As time passed, that faithful group of cooks got the 
idea to just ask people to make their money gifts 
now for the promise of a celebration meal in the 
future. A letter was mailed to every Community Olivet 
family explaining that even if we couldn’t be 
together, there should still be Christmas for our 
adopted families. Cooks Dorothy, Dolores and Linda 
folded, stamped, and mailed those 280 letters.  
 
The next step was to recruit CO-shoppers to buy the 
gifts for the children, using our donations. Plus, a 
really smart cook, Kim, got the idea that some of the 
Community Olivet members would probably like to 
use a new “radical technology” to purchase some of 

the gifts. Soon, Community Olivet was giving 
donations to CO-treasurer Diane, packages ordered 
using the radical technology started arriving at cook 
Linda’s home, and shoppers Lori, Joyce, and Linda 
were filling in the lists for the 17 kids and youth. 
 
The gifts were marvelous and practical: basketballs 
and socks, games and pillows, sparkly shirts and 
diapers, dolls and towel sets, a camera and sheets, 
toy cars and blankets, puzzles and a dish set, coloring 
books and band-aids, toasters and toilet tissue. And 
the list goes on: some traditional Christmas gifts like 

pajamas, a watch, rice cooker, and a pan 
set and some that you can’t imagine as 
gifts like dish soap, cleaning supplies, 
trash bags and laundry detergent. And, 
there were some very special wooden 
toys hand-made especially for the 
children by elves Dale and Lisa. Lastly, 
CO-cooks Kim and Linda were joined by 
Ben, Eileen, and Larry to pack all of 
those gifts so they went to the right 
person and to deliver them to the 
connection place called VAC for delivery 
to the families.  
 
In the meantime, while Community 
Olivet was making sure the gifts were 
becoming reality for the children, 
everyone’s Friend Jackie and cook Linda 
began to dream about how to get the 

traditional poinsettias delivered. You see, normally, 
the poinsettias would be at the Sunday morning 
inspirational gathering mid-December for the 
intended recipients to take home that day or for a 
Community Olivet visitor to deliver the plants. This 
year all of those poinsettias would need to travel with 
a CO-Visitor. 
 
CO-cook Dorothy ordered the poinsettias and then it 
was time to recruit CO-Visitors. It didn’t take long, 
some Community Olivet members were very excited 
to be poinsettia visitors. Friend Jackie and cook Linda 
made sure everyone on the list had a poinsettia and a 

 
(Continued on page 11) 
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Tale of the Magical Angel Tree Miracle by Linda Reed Brown 



card with their name and a greeting from Community 
Olivet. Then the exciting day came and visitors Eileen, 
Barbara, Connie, Barb, Pauli, Rockie, Mike, Carol, Jere, 
Marilyn, Larry, friend Jackie and cook Linda delivered 
39 poinsettias not only to Community Olivet saints 
who were sad, but also to some who had been home
-bound because of the pandemic. Smiles of surprise, 
tears of joy or remembering, words of appreciation, 
storm door conversations, and reflections of love 
greeted the visitors and are shared with Community 
Olivet. 
 

One last bit of magic, unrelated perhaps, but 
definitely a part of Community Olivet’s generosity 
was the other miracle which happened the same 
week as gifts were delivered to families and 
poinsettias were delivered to new homes. Chefs Rita, 
Uless, Amanda, and Marilyn made goulash for 112 
meals and CO-servers Larry, Chris, Linda, Marilyn, Lori 
and Glenda fed hungry and cold neighbors at Loaves 
and Fishes Soup Kitchen. 
Hmmm…. now, dear reader, you know how the 
always magical Angel Tree, through a miracle, made 
Christmas normal for Community Olivet.  
 

(Continued from page 10 - Angel Tree Miracle) 
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Eileen Sharp and Ben Amiot 
packed gifts for Angel Tree 

adopted families 

Jackie Glenn, Pauli Landhuis, 
Barb Fitzgerald, Larry Brown 

and Barbara Wolf were among 
the delivery visitors 



Friday, January 1 
Holy Name of Jesus 

Numbers 6:22-27 
Psalm 8 

Galatians 4:4-7  
 or Philippians 2:5-11 

Luke 2:15-21 
 

Friday, January 1 
New Year’s Day 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
Psalm 8 

Revelation 21:1-6a 
Matthew 25:31-46 

 

Sunday, January 3 
2nd Sunday after Christmas 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday, January 6 
Epiphany of the Lord 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Sunday, January 10 
Baptism of the Lord 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Psalm 126 
Luke 1:46b-55 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Sunday, January 17 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:46b-55 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 
 

Sunday, January 24 
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 9:27 
Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

 

Sunday, January 31 
4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Psalm 148 

Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 

JANUARY 

LECTIONARY 

Friday, January 1 
New Year’s Day 
Church Office Closed 
 

Sunday, January 3 
2nd Sunday after Christmas 
10:30 UV Drive-in Worship 
3:00 WV  Worship (FaceBook & 

 YouTube) 
3:30 WV  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 

Monday, January 4 
12:00 WV Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 WV  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
 

Sunday, January 10 
Baptism of the Lord 
10:30 UV Drive-in Worship 
3:00 WV  Worship (FaceBook & 

 YouTube) 
3:30 WV  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 

Monday, January 11 
12:00 WV Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 WV  Staff Mtg. (Zoom 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, January 14 
7:00 pm Sustainable Living 

 Team (Zoom) 
 

Sunday, January 17 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
10:30 UV Drive-in Worship 
3:00 WV  Worship (FaceBook & 

 YouTube) 
3:30 WV  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 

Monday, January 21 
Martin Luther King Jr Day 
12:00 WV Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 WV Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
5:30 WV Program Council 

 Zoom) 
7:00 WV  Board Mtg. (Zoom) 
 

Tuesday, January 20 
Newsletter Articles Due 
 

Sunday, January 24 
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
10:30 UV Drive-in Worship 
3:00 WV  Worship (FaceBook & 

 YouTube) 
3:30 WV  Youth Group (Zoom) 

Monday, January 25 
12:00 WV Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 WV  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, January 27 
Newsletter Articles Mailed 
 

Sunday, January 31 
4th Sunday after the Epiphany 
10:30 UV Drive-in Worship 
3:00 WV  Worship (FaceBook & 

 YouTube) 
3:30 WV  Youth Group (Zoom) 
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Date Old Testament New Testament Psalm Proverb 

January 1 Genesis 1:1-2:25 Matthew 1:1-2:12 Psalm 1:1-6 Proverbs 1:1-6 

January 2 Genesis 3:1-4:26 Matthew 2:13-36 Psalm 2:1-12 Proverbs 1:7-9 

January 3 Genesis 5:1-7:24 Matthew 3:7-4:11 Psalm 3:-18 Proverbs 1:10-19 

January 4 Genesis 8:1-10:32 Matthew 4:12-25 Psalm 4:1-8 Proverbs 1:20-23 

January 5 Genesis 11:1-13:4 Matthew 5:1-26 Psalm 5:1-12 Proverbs 1:24-28 

January 6 Genesis 13:5-15:21 Matthew 5:27-48 Psalm 6:1-10 Proverbs 1:29-33 

January 7 Genesis 16:1-18:15 Matthew 6:1-24 Psalm 7:1-17 Proverbs 2:1-5 

January 8 Genesis 18:16-19:38 Matthew 6:25-7:14 Psalm 8:1-9 Proverbs 2:6-15 

January 9 Genesis 20:1-22:24 Matthew 7:15-29 Psalm 9:1-12 Proverbs 2:16-22 

January 10 Genesis 23:1-24:51 Matthew 8:1-17 Psalm 9:13-20 Proverbs 3:1-6 

January 11 Genesis 24:52-26:16 Matthew 8:13-34 Psalm 10:1-15 Proverbs 3:7-8 

January 12 Genesis 26:17-27:46 Matthew 9:1-17 Psalm 10:16-18 Proverbs 3:9-10 

January 13 Genesis 28:1-29:35 Matthew 9:18-38 Psalm 11:1-7 Proverbs 3:11-12 

January 14 Genesis 30:1-31-16 Matthew 10:1-23 Psalm 12:1-8 Proverbs 3:13-15 

January 15 Genesis 31:17-32:12 Matthew 10:14-11:6 Psalm 13:1-6 Proverbs 3:16-18 

January 16 Genesis 32:13-34:31 Matthew 11:7-30 Psalm 14:1-7 Proverbs 3:19-20 

January 17 Genesis 35:1-36:43 Matthew 12:1-21 Psalm 15:1-5 Proverbs 3:21-26 

January 18 Genesis 37:1-38:30 Matthew 12:22-45 Psalm 16:1-11 Proverbs 3:27-32 

January 19 Genesis 39:1-41:16 Matthew 12:46-13:23 Psalm 17:1-15 Proverbs 3:33-35 

January 20 Genesis 41:17-42:17 Matthew 13:24-46 Psalm 18:1-15 Proverbs 4:1-6 

January 21 Genesis 42:18-43:34 Matthew 13:47-14:12 Psalm 18:16-36 Proverbs 4:7-10 

January 22 Genesis 44:1-45:28 Matthew 14:36 Psalm 18:37-50 Proverbs 4:11-13 

January 23 Genesis 46:-47:31 Matthew 15:1-28 Psalm 19:1-14 Proverbs 4:14-19 

January 24 Genesis 48:1-49:33 Matthew 15:29-16:12 Psalm 20:1-9 Proverbs 4:20-27 

January 25 Genesis 50:1 - Exodus 2:10 Matthew 16:13-17:9 Psalm 21:1-13 Proverbs 5:1-6 

January 26 Exodus 2:11-3:22 Matthew 17:10-27 Psalm 22:1-18 Proverbs 5:7:14 

January 27 Exodus 4:1-5:21 Matthew 18:1-20 Psalm 22:19-31 Proverbs 5:15-21 

January 28 Exodus 5:22-7:25 Matthew 18:21-19:12 Psalm 23:1-6 Proverbs 5:22-23 

January 29 Exodus 8:1-9:35 Matthew 19:13-30 Psalm 24:1-10 Proverbs 6:1-5 

January 30 Exodus 10:1-12:13 Matthew 20:1-28 Psalm 25:1-15 Proverbs 6:6-11 

January 31 Exodus 12:14-13:16 Matthew 20:29-21:22 Psalm 25:16-22 Proverbs 6:12-25 
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Read the Bible in a Year! 
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O<<=>? H@ABC: 

8:30 UV to 4:30 WV 
Monday - Friday 

 

O<<=>? PE@F?:  

573.442.0336 
T?GH@BIBJ HE@F?:  

636-649-5606 
 

W?K:  

www.olivetchristian.org 
 

FI>?K@@L:  

www.Facebook.com/OlivetChristianChurch 
 

CIM?FNIB: 

https://www.olivetchristian.org/calendar  

SOI<<: 

Coletta Eichenberger 
Interim Ministry Consultant 

 

Hannah Ryan 
Associate Pastor 

 

Adriene Floyd 
Music Coordinator/Accompanist 

 

Angela Carlson 
Choral Director 

 

Becky Teacutter 
Administrative Office Coordinator 
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