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 This will be my last newsletter article for 
quite a while, as I will begin my first ever, 3-
month Sabbatical on April 22, the day after 
Easter. Olivet’s Board of Directors not only 
approved this decision recently, but graciously 
offered it as a time to spiritually re-energize. 
Typically, Ministers are granted Sabbaticals 
every 5th year, but because of unique 
circumstances this will be my first. To be honest, I have mixed 
feelings. I am excited at the possibilities on the one hand, but 
hopeful to not lose momentum on the other. Still, I recognize that it 
is the right time and I know God is calling me to it. 
 I’m also cognizant of the fact that not every member of our laity 
will understand the purpose of Sabbatical. I have heard congregants 
joke in previous congregations that a Sabbatical is just an extended 
vacation that Pastor’s take. Of course, this is not based in truth. In 
reality, a Sabbatical is intended to be a gift for both the pastor and 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 Robert Horse will be visiting us March 
29-31. We will host a potluck meal on 
Saturday, March 30, 5:30 PM. All are 
invited to attend. Robert will speak in both 
worship services on Sunday, March 31 and 
we will host a fellowship time that morning 
so that everyone will have a chance to visit with him. If you would 
like more information about Robert and his team, visit http://
mazatipioyate.com. 

“With social ills and new age addictions plaguing Indigenous 
homelands and communities, and incarceration numbers 

reaching alarming rates; Iron House Nation  
(Maza Tipi Oyate) was created to shed light and to bring a voice 

to the table of humanity.” 
Robert A. Horse, Founder , Maza Tipi Oyate 
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 Halfway down the road to the 
ultimate mountain-top experience 
of Easter, Olivet’s libraries offer the 
simple but special way to reflect on 
God and our individual discipleship: 
read an Easter story or the 
discipline of daily meditation. In the 
Children’s Library seasonal books 
for children are on display. ranging 
from Hooray! It’s Passover, to 
bunny tales, to Joy in the Morning 
(easy Easter dramas, poems, & 
prayers), to Benjamin’s Box (book) 
accompanied by a class kit of 
Resurrection Eggs.  
 Adults can begin with the 
library bulletin board’s weekly 
Lenten thoughts and follow up with 
seasonal books on display, 
including AN INNER JOURNEY TO 
EASTER, a Lenten Devotional by 
Anne Kathryn Killinger (find others 
at shelf category P-- or free take-
home devotional booklets outside 
the sanctuary door). 

S�� ��� D���! S�������, 
A���� 6, 3 PM 
 
 We will be honoring Hannah & 
Will with a baby shower on 
Saturday, April 6 at 3 PM. Please 
join us and shower them with love! 
Hannah is registered at Target and 
Amazon.  

Y���� P��%��� B������	� 
 
 On Sunday, April 7 at 9 AM, the youth of Olivet, along with the 
Outreach Committee, will host a pancake breakfast fundraiser in 
between worship services. The proceeds of the event will help 
support the Central Missouri Food Bank and the youth mission trip 
to Heifer Ranch. Join us for a delicious breakfast and help support 
our youth and Olivet's outreach efforts!  

the congregation. A fresh, reinvigorated pastor is crucial to the 
overall health of the congregation, itself. Pastors suffer from some of 
the highest rates of “burnout” among professionals in our culture, 
which is why approximately half of all new ministers leave ministry 
within their first 5 years. So, the Board’s recommendation is wisdom 
that I appreciate and will welcome into my life. And I am very 
thankful for their amazing expression of loving support, 
unselfishness, and higher sense of vision.  
 Some of you may also be wondering what I will do with myself for 
90 days. Perhaps the best way to more thoroughly explain the 
purpose of this time away is to examine the word itself. The term 
“sabbatical” is a derivative of the Hebrew word “Shabbat,” which we 
translate as “Sabbath.” Clergy sabbaticals are intended as a Sabbath 
from ministry so that one’s soul can be fully restored, (see Psalm 23). 
As you can imagine, the accumulated stress and grief that sharing 
life with others so intimately brings eventually demands that 
ministers step away for a time so that they can return more open and 
prepared to helping bear the burdens of those with whom they 
journey. It is a time for self-emptying, a time to be alone in the 
wilderness seeking to renew their sense of calling and commitment 
to spiritual leadership, and a time to work toward some project that 
grows them intellectually. The more that calling is ignored, the less 
effective a pastor will inevitably become. The statistics bear this out: 
90% work 55-75 hours per week without regularly taking a full day 
off, 70% fight depression and a lower sense of self-worth, and over 
91% report battling some profound form of burnout. This is 
obviously not a good thing, and it certainly doesn’t make for 
effective Pastors. 
 So, in about 4 weeks from now I will take a long overdue time to 
be alone with God in the desert. It is the spiritually responsible thing 
to do and will take weeks just to unlearn the need to constantly 
check texts and emails. I am blessed to be in my 19th year of 
continuous ministry, and because of your grace and love, I am able 
to take the time away I need to allow 19 more years of faithful 
service to become a possibility. Thank you for being my Church and 
for supporting me in this endeavor so that we all remain fully 
capable of making the grace of God a reality for the world around us. 
 
Blessings of Peace, 
wes    

(Continued from page 1) 
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 The Outreach Committee is inviting Olivet 
members and friends who sew if you would like to 
help make receiving blankets for Safe Birthing Kits 
that are delivered to 2 Tanzanian Maasai villages. This is not an 
official project for Olivet, but we are passing on the request from our 
friends at Millersburg Christian Church who have a direct connection 
to the groups that distribute the Safe Birthing Kits. For more 
information about fabric or sewing, contact Linda Reed Brown or pick 
up an informational sheet on the bulletin board in the main 
Fellowship Hall. This effort will keep you in stitches! 

O���� E��%����� A		�	���%� L��� F��� 
 
 One of the challenges of a growing church, such as Olivet, is 
keeping newcomers informed of all the traditions, programming, and 
“perks” within our fellowship. For many in our congregation one of the 
“best kept secrets” is the Olivet Education Assistance Loan Fund.  
 In the 1970’s, Ham Holt (one of the pillars of Olivet) passed away. 
His family requested that a student loan fund be established in his 
memory. Contributions in lieu of flowers went into this fund, named 
the Holt Memorial Fund (later renamed Olivet Education Fund). A few 
years later his wife Edna also passed and memorial contributions for 
her were added to the loan fund. Under the guidance of Martin 
Behymer (longtime friend, neighbor and church leader) the Holt family 
established the criteria for the use of the fund. The fund was to be 
available for low interest loans to members of the community who 
needed money to begin or continue their education – vocational 
school, college or adult education. Administrators of the fund were to 
be Olivet’s minister, Board chair, and treasurer. The fund would be self
-sustaining and open to other contribution for those who saw the 
benefit of the fund.  
 Olivet Christian Church Education Assistance Loan fund is to help 
members, family members, or friends of the church to attain a degree 
or certification from an accredited postsecondary educational 
institution. This is a loan which must be repaid. 
 The maximum loan amount is $3,000 prorated over 2 semesters, 3 
trimesters or 4 quarters a year. This is based on a full-time academic 
load of 12 hours. Loans to part time students will be prorated based 
on number of hours being taken. Loans are subject to the availability 
of funds.  
 Following graduation, or separation from school, the loan 
applicant has one of two options for repayment of the loan. 

• Elect to repay the full balance of the loan within 1 year of 
graduation, or separation from school, with no interest charged; or 

• Repay over time with an annual interest charge of 5%. 
 Administrators are Senior Minister, Board chair, and Treasurer. 
 Applications are available by contacting the church office or the 
church treasurer, Diane Bartley.  

F��� P����� N���	  
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 The Food Pantries in Central 
Missouri and Boone County are 
always in need of assistance. The 
list below contains suggestions for 
donations. Items donated in the 
first quarter of 2019 will go to 
Central Missouri Food Pantry. Place 
your items in the Food Pantry area 
of the Fellowship Hall. 

Main Dish & Protein 
Canned tuna or salmon 

Canned chicken, ham, beef or Spam 
Canned Ravioli or spaghetti w/

meatballs 
Canned pork ‘n beans or any beans 

Soups 
Dried beans 

Peanut butter 
Beef stew 

Boxed pizza with meat 
 

Alternate 
Cereal - rice, oatmeal 

Dry pasta/ramen noodles 
Chicken or tuna helper 

Corn bread or biscuit mixes 
Pancake mix and syrup 

Jell-O pudding mixes or packets 
Microwave popcorn 

Catsup, mayo, mustard 
Mac ‘n cheese 
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Savor Spring at Serenity Valley Winery - 
Thursday, April 11, 5:30 to 7 PM 

 As a part of our focus on local food and 
local business this year, join the Sustainable 
Living Team at Serenity Valley Winery, 1888 
County Road 342, a short distance south of 
Millersburg, just off Route J.  
 Visit with owners Lee & Regina Ruppert to 
learn more about their work to develop a 
thriving small local business and their efforts to source grapes 
locally as well as from other areas. A faculty member with MU’s Wine 
& Grape Institute may join us for discussion as well. 
 Our Sustainable Living Team is providing snacks. Wine and non-
alcoholic beverages will be available for purchase. Please RSVP by 
Sunday, April 7, so we have an idea of how many persons to prepare 
for.   
 Use the signup sheet on the west bulletin board or contact the 
church office by email at olivetcc.office@gmail.com or call 442-0336. 
Indicate if you would like to carpool. Hope you can join us! 

 
Native Plant Sale & Education Day at nearby Bradford Research 
Center - Saturday, April 13 

 Event includes Missouri native plant and shrub vendors, 
informative booths and demonstrations, and indoor presentations 
on native plants for pollinators and beneficial insects. For 
information about pre-ordering plants from vendors, go to https://
bradford.missouri.edu/events/  
 This event is free and open to the public, and 15% of all 
proceeds will benefit the Missouri Prairie Foundation, a non-profit 
organization that works to protect and restore prairie and other 
native grassland communities. MPF promotes the use of native 
plants through its Grow Native! program and supports the 
identification and control of invasive plant species through its 
Missouri Invasive Plant Task Force.    

 
Earth Stewardship Sunday and Seeds ‘n Sprouts - Sunday, April 28  

 On Earth Stewardship Sunday we re-affirm our commitment to 
care for God’s good creation. Following the 11 AM service, join us in 
the Multi-Purpose Room to transplant flowers, herb, and veggie 
seedlings to take home. Plants are free; donations accepted to help 
increase native plant landscaping at the church. 

 
Youth & Property Committee Work Session - Sunday, May 5  

 Join us along with Boy Scouts from Troop 909. We’ll plant the 
raised beds in the patio area by the Music & Education wing, mulch 
trees, and weed where necessary.   

~Sustainable Living Team 

O���� V�������� 
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 The Food Bank of Central and 
Northeast Missouri has as it’s motto 
“SHARE FOOD, BRING HOPE”. In 
2018 they served an average of 
100,000 individuals every month 
across their 32-county service area. 
They did this by providing food at 
no charge to 142 food pantries, 
soup kitchens, homeless shelter and 
other partner agencies. They also 
provided nutrition to children 
through the Buddy Pack Program, 
low-income older adults through 
the Senior Box Program, and 
veterans through the VIP Veterans 
Pack program. 
 Volunteers are vital to the Food 
Bank, because they save more than 
$2.5 million every year, allowing 
funds to be used for food and 
distribution of that food. Volunteers 
must complete a Volunteer Profile 
which is available by contacting the 
office or going to the Food Bank 
website:  https://sharefoodbring 
hope.org/volunteer 
 See the website for the 
“Volunteer Checklist” and to 
schedule a day or evening shift in 
the Food Bank’s Volunteer Room on 
weekdays or Saturday or in the 
Central Food Pantry during the day 
on Tuesday thru Saturday.  
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From Pine Ridge Reservation: “Dear Friends at Olivet, thank you for 
supporting our many ministries! Your partnership allows us to provide 
assistance to many Lakota people. It encourages us in our daily work to 
know we have co-workers in this ministry.“ Pastor Kay. Just a few of the 
words of thanks from families. “We are very happy for sending us Hygiene 
Kits and with our electricity. It helps us out when we have hard times.” 
Verdeel Red Cloud, Dusty Bear Shirt, Genie & Daisy, Ivan, Ethan, Grandma 
B Pack, Ed, Alison, Pela Maya, Imogene, and Michaela. 
 

From Voluntary Action Center: For the 35th year, VAC rallied to help 
3,200 of our neighbors in need through their family Christmas gift 
program. Olivet received thank you notes from our families and here are 
just a few of their words: “Thank you very much for this great blessing you 
have provided for our family. We are all very grateful and hope that you 
may enjoy a wonderful Christmas!” “These are the things that Christmas is 
made of - special times and memorable moments. And these are the 
things we wish for you.” 
 

From Heifer International: Thank you for taking time to change the 
world by giving $759.13 that will foster sustainable changes in the lives of 
families and communities struggling for self-reliance. By “Passing on the 
Gift”, you provide hardworking families with the tools and resources 
needed to triumph over hunger and poverty. Thank you for being a 
global change maker! 
 

From Rainbow House: Thank you, Olivet, for your generous gift of 
$500. Your commitment to helping at-risk children in our community is 
deeply appreciated and allows us to provide much-needed services. 
Here’s a great story: “Tyler, the youngest of 4 siblings, was not even 1-year 
old the second time they called Rainbow House home, because their family 
was homeless. Tyler obviously wanted to walk like his older brother, but 
couldn’t get the hang of it, but finally he was able to let go and take that 
long-awaited first step! He took a couple more steps, and plopped on the 
floor with a big proud smile.” Thank you for helping Tyler and his family 
have a home for his first step. 
 

From The Food Bank: Thanks for your generosity to the food pantry of 
123 pounds of food. It makes a difference in the lives of our neighbors in 
need: a parent will be able to put food on the table this month; a senior 
citizen won’t have to choose between buying food and buying medicine; 
a child will eat supper. 

A���� I� M� 
(J��� 15:1-5)  
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 On April 14 and 21 we will 
receive our special offering for the 
Disciples Mission Fund of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ).  As Disciples, we all benefit 
from the fruit, the gifts, of our 
general ministries. These fruits are 
made possible only through the 
connections and support that grow 
in collaboration with our regions 
and congregations. Ministries that 
receive support from the Easter 
Offering include: Central Pastoral 
Office for Hispanic Ministries (Obra 
Hispana), Council on Christian 
Unity, Disciples Women, Division of 
Overseas Ministries (Global 
Ministries), National Benevolent 
Association, North American 
Pacific / Asian Disciples, and several 
other ministries. 

A big thank you to Anne and Audra 
Crousore for spending a Saturday 
morning cleaning up the Art Room!  
It looks beautiful and organized! 

E�	��� 
S��%����� 
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 Please sign 
up on the sheet 
in the Fellowship Hall if you are 
planning on bringing flowers in 
memory/honor of someone for 
Easter on April 21st. Spring colored 
flowers/blooming plants should be 
delivered to the church before 12 
noon on Saturday, April 20th, so 
they can be arranged in the 
sanctuary. Please pick up your 
flowers after church on EASTER 
SUNDAY or early the following 
week so you will be able to enjoy 
them at home as well. Thank You. 
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Monday April 1  
4:15 PM Loaves & Fishes Serving 
 

Tuesday, April 2 
10 AM Staff Mtg. 
6 PM Adult Education Team Mtg. 
 

Wednesday, April 3 
5:30 PM Open & Affirming Conversation 
7 PM Choir 
 

Saturday, April 6 
3 PM Hannah’s Baby Shower 
 

Sunday, April 7 - 5th Sunday in Lent 
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9 AM Youth Pancake Breakfast 
9:30 AM Pine Ridge Q&A Session (Classroom 1) 
9:30 AM Children’s Music 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11 AM Traditional Worship & Children’s Worship   
  (4 yrs-4th grade) 
12 PM Youth Mission Trip Mtg. 
12:15 PM Sustainable Living Team Mtg. 
6 PM Lenten Film Series w/Larry Brown 
 

Tuesday, April 9 
10 AM Staff Mtg. 
5:45 PM Mission Family Leaders Mtg. 
 

Wednesday, April 10 
5:30 PM Open & Affirming Conversation 
7 PM Choir 
 

Thursday, April 11 
5:30 PM Sustainable Living Field trip to  
  Serenity Valley Winery 
 

Saturday, April 13 
11 AM Girl Scouts (MP) 
 

Sunday, April 14 - Palm Sunday 
Easter Special Offering 
Pine Ridge Registration & Deposit Due 
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9:30 AM Children’s Music 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11 AM Traditional Worship & Children’s Worship   
  (4 yrs-4th grade)  
12 PM Float Trip Planning Mtg. 
6 PM Lenten Film Series w/Larry Brown 
 

Monday, April 15 
5:30 PM  Program Council 
7 PM Board Mtg. 

Tuesday, April 16 
10 AM Staff Mtg.  
 

Wednesday, April 17 
7 PM Choir Practice 
Newsletter Deadline 
 

Thursday, April 18 - Maundy Thursday 
7 PM Maundy Thursday Service 
 

Friday, April 19 - Good Friday 
7 PM Good Friday Service 
 

Sunday, April 21 - EasterEasterEasterEaster 

Easter Special Offering 
Earth Sunday 
6:30 AM Easter Sunrise Service 
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9:30 AM Easter Carry-in Breakfast 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Traditional Worship & Children’s Worship   
  (4 yrs-4th grade) 
 

Monday, April 22  - Earth Day 
Church Office Closed 
6 PM Shawl Ministry 
 

Tuesday, April 23 
10 AM Staff Mtg. 
 

Wednesday, April 24 
6 PM VBS Planning Mtg. 
7 PM Choir Practice 
Newsletter Mailed 
 

Friday, April 26 
Arbor Day 
6 PM Koenig/Houston Wedding Rehearsal 
6:30 PM Theological Movie Night 
 

Saturday, April 27 
3 PM Koenig/Houston Wedding  
 

Sunday, April 28 - 2nd Sunday of Easter 
Earth Stewardship Sunday 
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9:30 AM Children’s Music 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11 AM Traditional Worship & Children’s Worship  
  (4 yrs-4th grade) 
12:15 PM Seeds & Sprouts Sustainable Living Event 
 

Tuesday, April 30 
10 AM Staff Mtg. 
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