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Making �e grace of God real f� people. 

Are we there yet? If granted the authority to do so, 
this is probably what I would offer as a subtitle for 
the Bible. Exodus: Are We There Yet? John: Are We 
There Yet? Romans, Corinthians, Hebrews: Are We 
There Yet? The story of our faith is full of people 
struggling to get from a difficult Point A to an 
unknown, yet hoped for, Point B. 
 
“Are we there yet?” the grumbling 
Israelites asked Aaron. Just days 
before they’d promised to no 
longer worship false gods, but 
today they begged for a golden 
calf—anything to restore the status 
quo and make it feel more like they 
knew what they were doing and 
where they were going. 
 
“Are we there yet?” the disciples 
asked Jesus. “Surely you won’t leave us, Jesus. You’ve 
done so much! Can we stay here, rather than push 
forward towards that time when you are killed, raised, 
and then called to live with God in heaven?” 
 
“Are we there yet?” the apostles of the early Church 
asked one another, as they encountered, one after 
another, circumstances that were novel and 
challenging. “Is this what God wants us to do? Are we 
there yet?” 
 
Are we there yet? It’s a question all communities of 
faith must ask on occasion. Are we there yet? Is this 
pandemic over yet? When will this ministerial search 
process be complete? Can we eat/sing/visit one 
another yet? 
 
And with this question comes some doubt, some 
fear, some worry. Like little kids in the backseat of the 
car, we wonder: Will we ever get there—wherever 
“there” might be? What will “there” look like? Can we 

sustain what we’re doing—or even expand upon or 
change what we’re doing—until we get there?  
 
Here’s what I can tell you—things that bring me 
comfort when the “Are we there yet?” question starts 
to stir in my spirit: 
 God’s people have wrestled with this question 

since the beginning of recorded history. 
Generations of people have 
endured periods of disorientation 
and waiting. This question—and all 
that comes with it—is not uniquely 
ours. 
 These seasons of waiting and 
hoping are ripe with possibility for 
learning and growing. We have 
learned how to do so many new 
things this past year! We have 
taught ourselves how to use Zoom 

and how to reach out to one another with 
intentionality and how to reach more people with 
virtual worship services. We have been creative! 
We know now that we can be flexible! We have 
been thoughtful and discerning and trusting that 
God is with us despite of the difficult 
circumstances. 

 We have nothing to fear. Our God has shown us 
time and time again that we are beloved, and that 
“perfect love casts out all fear” (1 John 4:18). 
God’s love has overcome death for us. God’s love 
has created new life for us. God’s love has turned 
the world on its head. We can trust God to show 
us the way from here. 

 
“Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in 
dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes 
with you. God will not leave you or forsake you.”—
Deuteronomy 31:6 
 
Blessings of Peace, 
Rev. Hannah 
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I� ��� ����, ��� �����? I� ��� �����, ��� ����? 
One of our good friends extends this pearl of wisdom 
often, when we share with her some challenging 
issue, concern for a loved one, or doubt or anxiety 
about the future. It’s a pretty good pearl if you stop 
and reflect on it.  I really don’t have a comeback or 
other response to it, because time and again, it has 
helped me unhook my mind from worrying, and step 
into a space of calm to pray, and give my worry to 
God.  
 
At our May Board meeting, there 
were some questions and sharing 
around the zoom screen that some 
members of Olivet have shared 
with folks on the Board about the 
future of the search process, 
especially around financial issues. 
There was even a query as to 
whether the search should be halted for several 
months to see how things look as we make steps 
toward the return to in-person worship.   
 
Members of the Search Team who are Board  
members, plus the co-chairs, Linda Cook, and Rob 
Foss, respectfully responded to all the concerns that 
were expressed; and our Financial Secretary, Ken 
Bartley, reassured those present, that these concerns 
have been taken into consideration as the search 
process was undertaken.  
 
Please know that your search for a new co-pastor is in 
great hands with this Search Team. Also know that 
this process has been entered into in good faith, 

understanding that Olivet has the resources to 
support two full time pastors. Also know that the 
ministry and mission of Olivet engaging in and 
responding to church members and the community is 
more than one pastor can handle alone.  
 
The world is changing dramatically, as we have all 
witnessed this past year. What it means to be church 

in this time in the trajectory of 
world events is something that is 
unfolding day by day. Olivet has 
done an amazing job of staying 
faithful to its call of “Making the 
grace of God real for people.” 
Through steadfast leadership, 
extending the experience of 
connecting people to each other in 
this difficult, challenging and 

sometimes surreal time, and continuing to offer 
worship, study, stewardship, and support in good 
times and bad, Olivet has been a rock of hope, 
compassion and grace. Set in the middle of a 
beautiful landscape, the joy of nature and God’s ever 
present love has blessed Olivet with a strength and 
vitality that is evident! Do not fear. Do not lose heart. 
Do not worry. If you worry, why pray? If you pray, why 
worry? Get your prayer mojo on, lift your head, heart 
and hands to the God of Creation! Give thanks, 
always, and above all trust that you are held by a God 
who loves you and your church deeply! 
 
Praise God! 
Peace, and Joy, Pastor Coletta 

The following individuals are members of Olivet who have recently graduated. We rejoice with them in their 
accomplishments! (If you are a graduate not listed, please contact the church office. We would love to 
celebrate you!) 
 
 Tony Keel—Associate’s Degree in Applied Science in Information Technology-Programming from MACC 
 
 Theresa Reinkemeyer—Masters in Education with Reading Specialist Certificate from Columbia College 
 
 Dylan Valleroy—Bachelor’s of Art in Business Administration from Truman State University 

O�� !"’$ 2021 G��&��"!$ - C�()��"���"��($! 
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Small Groups 
 Groups of 15 or less may meet without 

requiring Board approval. 
 Groups significantly larger should contact 

the Board Chair (or any Board Member) for 
approval. 

 Anyone not vaccinated must wear a mask 
at all times while indoors. 

 Groups meeting outdoors do not have to 
wear masks. 

 If a group is meeting indoors and all 
persons are vaccinated masks are not 
required. 
 If a group contains a mix of vaccinated/non-

vaccinated persons, 3 ft of social distancing 
 must occur  and masks must be worn. 

 All groups should schedule with Church Office so 
as not to double-book areas. 

 
Worship 
Outdoor 
 Masks are not required but 6ft or more distancing 

between families should be maintained. 
 Singing is okay. 
 

Indoor 
 Everyone will need to continue to wear a 
mask. 
 Choir can return but will maintain 3 ft 
distance. 
 Congregational singing is okay (with masks 
on). 
 Worship Team may remove masks during 
service. 
 We will relax seating procedures. We will 
still seat people but will allow people to choose 
where they  would like to sit. 

 Reduced social distancing required in Sanctuary. 
 
Guidelines for accepting Non-Member large 
functions (weddings and funerals): 
 Use of facilities will be up to discretion of staff. 
 Person requesting use of facilities would have to 

agree to follow our current Worship Guidelines. 
 Extra fees for cleaning would be required and 

maybe even staff/member person to enforce 
rules. 
  A/V person 

 We will limit spaces non-members are allowed to 
use. 

F��& P�("�� S�����() L�$" - J�(! 

The Food Pantries in Central Missouri and Boone 
County are always in need of assistance. The list 
below contains suggestions for donations. Items 
donated in the second quarter of 2021 will go to 
Russell Chapel Food Pantry. Place your items in the 
Food Pantry area of the Fellowship Hall. 
 Canned fruit - peaches, pears, fruit cocktail, 

 applesauce, mandarin oranges, pie filling 

 Jam, jelly, 
 Cereal - instant oatmeal, 

 dry cereals 
 Cornbread mix, muffin 

 mix, biscuit mix 
 Pancake mix and syrup 
 Granola bars 

June 

Food pantry  

 Shopping List 

It is with sadness that we share with you that Angie Carlson resigned from her position as Olivet’s Choir 
Director, effective May 17, 2021. We are grateful for our time with Angie and the many gifts that she has shared 
with our community. We will miss her and wish her the very best in all her endeavors. If you would like to share a 
message with Angie letting her know how much she is appreciated, send it to the church office, where we will be 

collecting them, by June 13th. 

Olivet Christian Church June  2021 
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On Sundays, June 20 and 27, the Outreach 
Committee urges you to participate in our annual 
special offering that honors mothers & 
fathers by helping others re-create and 
rebuild lives. 
 
“What we have seen here in Dayton is that, 
when you’re standing in front of someone 
who has lost absolutely everything and you 
hand them a blanket, that’s the one thing 
they now have. It’s more than just bodily 
warmth; it’s the warmth of the Church 
coming to that individual,” said a Dayton 
Ohio faith leader after the Memorial Day 
2019 tornadoes touched down. 
 
“Even months after the flood waters had 
receded, thousands of families were still 
living in tents in their front yards or in 
hastily erected tent cities in their 
communities. They were unable to move back into 

their homes because the flood damage had not yet 
been completed; homes were filled with mold and 

mildew, making them unsafe for families,” 
said another faith leader in South Carolina 
after Hurricanes Florence and Michael 
struck in September 2018. 
 
Sounds awful, doesn’t it???? 
 
But they weren’t alone, and they weren’t 
forgotten.  OUR blankets, provided by OUR 
special offerings are among the first 
signals to a hurting community that 
someone cared about them. That Christ’s 
love comforts, heals and delivers hope. 
Because of OUR support, Church World 
Service responds with tools in times of 
need like emergency clean-up buckets, 
blankets, hygiene kits and other critical 
supplies. 

P�(! R�&)! R!D�(D����"��( C!("!� D��!D"�� V�$�"$ O�� !" 
On Friday, May 14, Dan Johnson the new director of 
the PRCC, stopped by for a lunch gathering with 
some of our Olivet people who have been to Pine 
Ridge. The Olivet Board 
graciously allowed us to meet 
at the church building where 
we ate together and listened 
to Pastor Dan give an update 
on all of the changes at the 
Center and the advances in 
ministry the staff have been 
able to accomplish in the past 
year. 
 
Pastor Dan reported that they have 
remodeled the Center kitchen, bedrooms, and 
basement area. In addition they are:  offering 
sandwiches, hot food and diapers; bringing snacks 
and activities to the kids who participate in the Kid’s 
Time Program; bringing Kid's Time families a meal 

twice a month; the members of the Lakota Job Corps 
are hard at work maintaining the center and getting 
the new Kid's Time area ready for the day we can 

welcome the kids back; 
offering a meeting for teens on 
Fridays & Saturdays to address 
issues that affect the people of 
the reservation; offering 
worship to the community on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays at the 
Pine Ridge Presbyterian Church 
next door; and were able to 
extend the Energy Assistance 
Matching Program into March. 

Plus, advances in housing, health, 
education and relationships with the tribal council are 
continuing to improve.   
 
Our thanks to Pastor Dan for taking a couple of hours 
on his long trip from St. Louis back to Pine Ridge. 

The outer wall of the Center now has 
a painting featuring sacred images. 
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Thank you to all 
who work to make 
our building and 
grounds so lovely 
and welcoming, 
especially those 
who made our 

Olivet Work Day on May 2nd such 
a huge success. Twenty-two people 
turned out to help plant flowers, 
spread mulch, trim bushes and pull 
weeds. Take a walk on the church 
property and enjoy the results of 
their labor.   

Olivet Connections 

Visit Prairie Garden Trust, a gem of a nature garden, in neighboring Callaway 
County which has re-opened to the public for the season now through October. 
Simply contact them a day ahead to let them know you plan to visit:  573-220-8660 
or info@prairiegardentrust.org  
 

Some 240 acres encompass beautiful prairie, woodlands, ponds and streams. Paved trails lead to Beaver Lake 
and the Lotus Ponds and mowed trails wind through the prairie, woods and down to Hillers Creek. 
 
Visit https://prairiegardentrust.org/ to get a taste of this incredibly beautiful place right in our own backyard.  
You’ll find information, photos, an interactive map and directions. Admission is free. Donations (which are tax 
deductible) are welcome to help further their work.  

My heartfelt thanks and appreciation to everyone who kept Larry and me in your prayers and to 
all who visited me and helped with transportation following my recent foot surgery.  It's doing 
fine, although still plenty tender and tiring. Love you, Olivet family!   
~ Linda Reed Brown 

    

    

    

    

    

Our newsletter folding team is ready to get back to Our newsletter folding team is ready to get back to Our newsletter folding team is ready to get back to Our newsletter folding team is ready to get back to 

work beginning in June We would love to have you join work beginning in June We would love to have you join work beginning in June We would love to have you join work beginning in June We would love to have you join 

us. Our next “team meeting” will be June 23 (time us. Our next “team meeting” will be June 23 (time us. Our next “team meeting” will be June 23 (time us. Our next “team meeting” will be June 23 (time 

TBD). If you would like to help us, please call the TBD). If you would like to help us, please call the TBD). If you would like to help us, please call the TBD). If you would like to help us, please call the 

church office or email Becky. church office or email Becky. church office or email Becky. church office or email Becky.  
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Any articles and information you would like to submit Any articles and information you would like to submit Any articles and information you would like to submit Any articles and information you would like to submit 

for the July edition of the Olivet Connections for the July edition of the Olivet Connections for the July edition of the Olivet Connections for the July edition of the Olivet Connections 

newsletter are due in the church office by newsletter are due in the church office by newsletter are due in the church office by newsletter are due in the church office by 

Wednesday, June 16. Early submissions are always Wednesday, June 16. Early submissions are always Wednesday, June 16. Early submissions are always Wednesday, June 16. Early submissions are always 

welcome. Thank you! welcome. Thank you! welcome. Thank you! welcome. Thank you!  

June 16June 16June 16June 16
thththth
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In 2017 China announced “Operation Sword”.  
Starting January 1, 2018, it stopped importation of all 
plastic recycled material from outside nations. China 
cited stricter environmental standards.  It has a huge 
air/land pollution problem partly fed by the burning 
of plastics it was unable to process. For more 
information on the China Plastic Crisis, the 
documentary “Plastic China” is very eye opening!   
 
Plastic recycling is the process of 
recovering scrap or waste plastic and 
reprocessing the material into useful 
products. According to a 2017 article 
in Science Advances, “Use and Fate of 
All Plastics Ever Made”, Of the 8.3 
billion tons of virgin plastic produced 
worldwide, only 9% has ever been 
recycled   
 

When different types of plastics are 
melted together, they tend to phase-
separate, like oil and water, and set in 
these layers. The phase 
boundaries cause structural weakness 
in the resulting material, meaning 
that polymer blends are useful in only 
limited applications. This is in part why the plastics 
industry has developed the resin identification codes. 
The two most widely manufactured plastics, 
polypropylene & polyethylene, behave this way.  This 
limits their utility for recycling.   
 

Each time plastic is recycled, additional virgin 
materials must be added to help improve the 
integrity of the material. So, even recycled plastic has 
new plastic material added in. Moreover, the same 
piece of plastic can only be recycled 2–3 times.  Thus, 
even when plastics have a resin code, and are 
collected for recycling, only a small portion of that 
material is actually recycled.  

One of the main reasons that China implemented 
Operation Sword Policy was to decrease the import 
of low quality plastics that are hard to sort and 
recycle and were accumulating in trash dumps and at 
recyclers.  Before the ban, 95% of plastics collected in 
the European Union and 70% of plastics collected in 
the U.S. were sent to China.  Most of these plastics 
were low quality, because of single stream 
collection and increased complexity of separating 
different colors and types of plastic.  

 
Upon implementation of the policy in 
2018, plastic imports to China 
plummeted by 99%. This led to waste 
stream backlogs across Europe and 
North America. European and US 
plastic have been diverted to 
Indonesia, Turkey, India, Malaysia, and 
Vietnam.  

 
 The present dumping ground of 
choice is Malaysia. As in China, the 
waste is often burned or abandoned, 
eventually finding its way into rivers 
and oceans. In May, the Malaysian 
government began turning back 

container ships, citing public health concerns. 
Thailand and India have announced bans on the 
import of foreign plastic waste.  
 
All of this is to EXPLAIN why it is so imperative to 
STOP CREATING THE DEMAND FOR PLASTIC!  We 
create demand with our dollars.  Every time we 
consume something made of, or housed in plastic we 
OK the production of more plastic.  So, start simple.  
Use metal straws.  Use cloth grocery bags.  Choose 
aluminum can over a plastic bottle.  We can be part 
of the solution.  
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Tuesday, June 1 
7:00 �/ Book Study (Zoom) 
 
Sunday, June 6 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
10:30 �/ In-Person and  
 Drive-in Worship 
3:00 �/  Worship posted to  
 YouTube 
3:30 �/ Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, June 7 
12:00 �/ Bible Study 
1:30 �/ Staff Mtg. 
 
Sunday, June 13 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
10:30 �/ In-Person and  
 Drive-in Worship 
11:30 �/ Sustainable Living Team 

Mtg. 
3:00 �/  Worship posted to  
 YouTube 
3:30 �/ Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
 
 
 

Monday, June 14 
12:00 �/ Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 �/  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
Tuesday, June 15 
7:00 �/ Book Study (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, June 16 
Newsletter Articles Due 
9:00 �/ BBQ Prep (FH)  
 
Saturday, June 19 
3:00 �/ 63rd Annual Chicken BBQ 

- Drive-Thru Only 
 
Sunday, June 20 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Father’s Day 
10:30 �/ In-Person and 
 Drive-in Worship 
3:00 �/  Worship posted to  
 YouTube 
3:30 �/  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, June 21 
12:00 �/ Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 �/ Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
7:00 �/  Board Mtg. (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, June 23 
Newsletters Mailed 
 
Sunday, June 27 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:30 �/ In-Person and 
 Drive-in Worship 
3:00 �/  Worship posted to   
 YouTube 
3:30 �/  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, June 28 
12:00 �/ Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 �/  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 

Olivet Connections 
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Sunday, June 6 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 
16-20, (11:14-15) 

Psalm 138 
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Mark 3:20-35 
 

Sunday, June 13 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
Psalm 20 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17 
Mark 4:26-34 

Sunday, June 20 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49 
Psalm 9:9-20 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 

 
Sunday, June 27 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 

Psalm 130 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

Mark 5:21-43 

JUNE 

LECTIONARY 
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Date Old Testament New Testament Psalm Proverbs 

June 1 2 Samuel 18:1-19:10 John 20:1-31 Psalm 119:153-176 Proverbs 16:14-15 

June 2 2 Samuel 19:11-20:13 John 21:1-25 Psalm 120:1-7 Proverbs 16:16-17 

June 3 2 Samuel 20:14-21:22 Acts 1:1-26 Psalm 121:1-8 Proverbs 16:18 

June 4 2 Samuel 22:1-23:23 Acts 2:1-47 Psalm 122:1-9 Proverbs 16:19-20 

June 5 2 Samuel 23:24-24:25 Acts 3:1-26 Psalm 123:1-4 Proverbs 16:21-23 

June 6 1 Kings 1:1-53 Acts 4:1-37 Psalm 124:1-8 Proverbs 16:24 

June 7 1 Kings 2:1-3:2 Acts 5:1-42 Psalm 125:1-5 Proverbs 16:25 

June 8 1 Kings 3:3-4:34 Acts 6:1-15 Psalm 126:1-6 Proverbs 16:26-27 

June 9 1 Kings 5:1-6:38 Acts 7:1-29 Psalm 127:1-5 Proverbs 16:28-30 

June 10 1 Kings 7:1-50 Acts 7:30-50 Psalm 128:1-6 Proverbs 16:31-33 

June 11 1 Kings 8:1-66 Acts 7:51-8:13 Psalm 129:1-8 Proverbs 17:1 

June 12 1 Kings 9:1-10:29 Acts 8:14-40 Psalm 130:1-8 Proverbs 17:2-3 

June 13 1 Kings 11:1-12:19 Acts 9:1-25 Psalm 131:1-3 Proverbs 17:4-5 

June 14 1 Kings 12:20-13:34 Acts 9:26-43 Psalm 132:1-18 Proverbs 17:6 

June 15 1 Kings 14:1-15:24 Acts 10:1-23 Psalm 133:1-3 Proverbs 17:7-8 

June 16 1 Kings 15:25-17:24 Acts 10:24-48 Psalm 134:1-3 Proverbs 17:9-11 

June 17 1 Kings 18:1-46 Acts 11:1-30 Psalm 135:1-21 Proverbs 17:12-13 

June 18 1 Kings 19:1-21 Acts 12:1-23 Psalm 136:1-26 Proverbs 17:14-15 

June 19 1 Kings 20:1-21:29 Acts 12:24-13:15 Psalm 137:1-9 Proverbs 17:16 

June 20 1 Kings 22:1-53 Acts 13:16-41 Psalm 138:1-8 Proverbs 17:17-18 

June 21 2 Kings 1:1-2:25 Acts 13:42-14:7 Psalm 139:1-24 Proverbs 17:19-21 

June 22 2 Kings 3:1-4:17 Acts 14:8-28 Psalm 140:1-13 Proverbs 17:22 

June 23 2 Kings 4:18-5:27 Acts 15:1-35 Psalm 141:1-10 Proverbs 17:23 

June 24 2 Kings 6:1-7:20 Acts 15:36-16:15 Psalm 142:1-7 Proverbs 17:24-25 

June 25 2 Kings 8:1-9:13 Acts 16:16-40 Psalm 143:1-12 Proverbs 17:26 

June 26 2 Kings 9:14-10:31 Acts 17:1-34 Psalm 144:1-15 Proverbs 17:27-28 

June 27 2 Kings 10:32-12:21 Acts 18:1-22 Psalm 145:1-21 Proverbs 18:1 

June 28 2 Kings 13:1-14:29 Acts 18:23-19:12 Psalm 146:1-10 Proverbs 18:2-3 

June 29 2 Kings 15:1-16:20 Acts 19:13-41 Psalm 147:1-20 Proverbs 18:4-5 

June 30 2 Kings 17:1-18:12 Acts 20:1-28 Psalm 148:1-14 Proverbs 18:6-7 
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