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Several people have asked my perspective on the 
fallout at The Crossing following a recent sermon 
that many saw as hurtful toward LGBTQ persons. 
The Crossing refutes this perception, saying that 
Pastor Simon was merely trying his best “to present 

the truth of the Scriptures in love.” Yet, many others in our fair burg, 
Pastors, business owners, and some parishioners at Columbia’s largest 
Mega-Church, argue that such a sermon, with its misguided theology, 
is anything but loving and is actually a subtle form of hate.   
 

In the days that followed this controversy, I watched intently as 
various citizens of Columbia took sides. Organizations like the True/
False Film Festival and the Rag-Tag theater swiftly cut their 
longstanding ties with the Church. Several local and national 
ministerial figures wrote blog and Facebook posts expressing their 
own indignation at what they saw as a message rooted in bigotry. 
Conversely, the Pastoral Staff at the Crossing dug in their heals, 
insisting that the message was not hateful. And, as a friend of mine 
who has attended the Crossing for the last 19 years reported to me 
this week, many of their members are remaining steadfast in their 
support of the remarks.  So, who should we believe, and why does it 
even matter? 
 

Sorting through these and other related questions, I think there are 
two important aspects where I might add my voice in a constructive 
way.  First, I must stand with those spiritual leaders in our community 
who have risen to be counted among the resistors. In that sermon, 
Rev. Simon reasoned that since the Creation Story only accounted for 
God’s binary creation of male or female genders, there are, therefore, 
no other options.  He also says that “God is not pleased when we blur 
genders,” and referred to intersex people as “broken.” And that, he 
argues, is the “loving” truth of the Scriptures when it comes to our 
understanding of human sexuality and gender.   
 

For those who participated in our own Open and Affirming 
conversations this past spring, you already know that such theological 
arguments are specious, and certainly do not lovingly speak to any so-
called “truths” to be found in the Bible.  The real truth is that the Bible 
is silent on such questions, and that the only certainty to which they 
conclusively point is that God asks us to especially love those who are 

(Continued on page 2) 
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excluded from society. Pastor Simon’s arguments are not new, nor 
entirely his own. His sermon was little more than a misinformed, 
insufficient effort to justify the phobias of those who choose fear 
above understanding. There are a few things we can extrapolate 
from the Scriptures about God’s hopes for human sexuality, but 
God’s pronouncement that transgender people are “broken” is not 
among them. 
 

The second, and I think most important thing I might add is a voice 
of perspective. When I arrived at Church the Sunday Morning after 
this episode, the first thing I encountered was a conversation among 
our early morning music team about it. Congregants called, texted 
and emailed, and it seemed that most were aware of what was said 
in that sermon due to the obvious public backlash and media 
coverage. And that is, perhaps, the single-most critical fact to 
emerge from this controversy: everyone is still talking about it!   
 

We should not fail to recognize just how significant this development 
is, or its implications. I think it is safe to say that the same sermon 
probably would not have been preached just five years ago because 
the transgender question was still on the verge of exploding into the 
national consciousness. Today, Americans are not only talking about 
it in sermons, but our entire society is now engaged in a deeper 
conversation on the issue. This is a good thing, and I would also add 
a “God thing.” We continue, as a society and as the Church, to 
discern the radical implications of God’s love for ALL people.  In turn, 
this has led to a much broader conversation that we all need to have 
about the profound diversity of God’s creation. What was once 
hidden in dark places has been brought into the light. What’s more, 
just as our Courts and many other public institutions have 
recognized, LGBTQ persons are worthy of our recognition of their full 
personhood, which has compelled the Church to find its own 
response to such questions. This is how positive change happens. 
 

Finally, this occurrence within the Columbia community should also 
force us to recognize that such questions aren’t going away because 
the world’s understanding has evolved just as it always does on 
difficult subject. We, too, must deal with them honestly and openly. 
In the coming years, similar to the early days of the Women’s 
Suffrage and Civil Rights Movements, more and more people will 
come to recognize that God’s acceptance of our humanity includes 
those born with non-binary sexual and gender orientations. Just as 
our society began to accept racial differences, and to build 
institutions capable of honoring them, so too will the whole Church 
come to accept LGBTQ persons as valid parts of the created order of 
things. And why? Because more and more people are entering into 
this social dialogue on the side of inclusion. Within the next decade, 
Church’s that continue to preach against the validity of LGBTQ 
persons will begin to largely die off just as those that supported 
segregation did.  So, welcome to the history making process.  It’s 
nothing new, but it sure is interesting! 

Blessings of Peace, Wes          

(Continued from page 1) UPDATE FROM  
ROBERT HORSE 

 

Thank you all for the constant 
prayers, and for your support! My 
prayers are with you all also. I 
would like to share with you a verse 
from Peter that spoke to my heart 
and my current struggle. First, I 
would like to say God is great, and 
He puts people and love in our 
paths even in the darkest times. 
Even when tears blur our eyes and 
fear strikes at our hearts, I know 
God answers our pleas for help! 
 

The verse comes from 1 Peter 5:10-
11: In his kindness God called you 
to share in his eternal glory by 
means of Christ Jesus So after you 
have suffered a little while, he will 
restore , support, and strengthen 
you, and he will place you on a firm 
foundation. All power to him. 
Amen! 
 

I know we all are suffering, but only 
for a little while! God will bring us 
all out of it soon. He will give us a 
firm foundation to stand upon.  
 

Thank you! You are all in my 
prayers and I continue to ask for 
yours. 
 

Have a good day! God bless you! 
Your friend, 

Robert A. Horse  
A.K.A. Robert Horse Stands Waiting 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS 

 
 

In the business sessions of every General Assembly of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada considers 
and votes whether or not to adopt a number of  “Sense of the 
Assembly” Resolutions; in addition to reports and other business 
items. A resolution is born when a recognized congregation or 
ministry of the Church submits such to the GMP (General Minister and 
President) 180 days before the Assembly. The GMP works with the 
submitters to prepare and send it to the General Board, which in turn 
fact checks and edits in order to forward it to the Assembly (with a 
recommendation to adopt, not adopt, or defer). Congregations 
receive all resolutions 60 days before the Assembly, which then 
discusses, debates it, including the possibility of amendments.  If a 
resolution is approved it takes effect at the close of the Assembly, and 
the General Board follows up on its fulfillment. 
 

The 2019 General Assembly (meeting in Des Moines in July) 
considered 35 business items including 9 Sense of the Assembly 
Resolutions (all reports were received and all resolutions were 
adopted this Assembly).  Here are the resolutions: 
 

 Learn about forced migration, seek practicable ways to 
engagement in refugee resettlement and call upon our 
governments to abide by the principles of the UN’s Global 
Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration.  (An Emergency 
Resolution was adopted urging congregations and governments 
to protect the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program.) 

 

 Make all expressions of the Christian Church safe places for 
difficult conversations. 

 

 Support the lifting of sanctions against Cuba to allow for travel 
and the trade of medicine and food. 

 

 Work against domestic violence. 
 

 Educate ourselves for welcoming and receiving the gifts of 
transgender and gender-diverse people. 

 

 Support the equality of women. 
 

 (Emergency Resolution) Regard humanitarian aid as justified by 
faith in Jesus Christ, and oppose legal action that criminalize the 
deeds of “Good Samaritans.” 

 

We pray that as the Holy Spirit has been the guide for decisions of the 
church since the first generation of the Followers of the Way of Jesus, 
we are also discerning God’s will, and acting in good faith, for 
wholeness in a fragmented world.  (For more information go online to 
disciples.org.) 
 

~ Larry Brown 

KELLY LOOKING HORSE 
VISITS OLIVET 

 

Pine Ridge friend and Native Crafts 
Artisan Kelly Looking Horse and 
wife Susie visited Olivet on October 
8 during a very special session of 
Autumn Journeys. Twenty-nine 
people heard Kelly speak of life and 
culture on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation, heard his hand-made 
drums, and made dreamcatchers. 

THEOLOGICAL  
MOVIE NIGHT 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER  22 
6:30 PM 

 
Our November feature will be 
Fascism in Europe: Rick Steves’ 
Europe TV Special. Rick traces 
fascism's history in Europe to help 
us learn from the hard lessons of 
the 20th century. In this one-hour 
special, Rick travels back a century 
to learn how fascism rose and then 
fell in Europe — taking millions of 
people with it. 
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Thanks to all who “set sail” to Olivet’s libraries this fall.  Being self-
serve, copies of “Guide to Arrangement and Use” are still available in 
both libraries to aid everyone’s discoveries of the variety of books 
awaiting. In the main library a “Key to Categories, A Book Finding 
Help” on a light blue sheet on the shelves. 
 

For November reading, we offer two specific suggestions: 
1.  Begin in the main library shelves with Categories labeled A, B, C, 

D, E, F for numerous Bibles. Why so many? Offering various 
translations provides the best sources, whether you are a new 
student wanting stories in modern English, or a serious student 
wanting scholarship and background, comparisons and 
interpretations. Try various versions of the same text, read it 
aloud, enjoying  the language as well as the message. Move on to 
find commentaries and interpretations of  specific gospel 
parables, Psalms, Ecclesiastes even pronunciation of biblical 
names and places. Take time to browse and see which makes 
God’s Word alive for you. Remember, all the shared wisdom of 
the ages is meaningless if left unused.     

 

2. Try Dwellings, A Spiritual History of the Living World in Category 
V. Chickasaw writer Linda Hogan’s gem contains musings on 
creativity, walking, water, sky, corn, and praise. Her beautiful 
prose may awaken us to see God and the world in new ways, 
every day.  

 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

GLOBAL MARKET 
SHOPPING 

AND  
ARTS & CRAFTS EXHIBITS 

SSSSUNDAYUNDAYUNDAYUNDAY, N, N, N, NOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER    17171717    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t Miss It!!  Fellowship Hall will 
be buzzing with carefully selected 
items for sale, by our Outreach 
Team. This is the time we offer 
each year for you to purchase gifts 
for others and treasures for 
yourself. Available only this 
morning, before, after, and 
between 8:30 and 11:00 AM 
worship services. We accept cash 
or checks only.  
 

Artisans from all over the world use 
their skills to give us unique 
purchases and the money goes 
directly to them, no “middle men” 
to take a cut.  
 

The Fairtrade system currently 
works with over 1.65 million 
workers and 23% of all of the 
workers are women. 
 

ALSO: Arts and Crafts created by 
friends and members of our 
congregation will be displayed in 
our Fellowship Hall during before, 
after, and between services. Have 
something to drink, a small treat, 
stroll along and visit our exhibits.  
 

If you would like to display your 
artistic or craft items, please 
contact Becky in the office at her 
email (olivetcc.office@gmail.com)  
or call her at 573.442.0336 
regarding the information she will 
need, and set up times for delivery.   

Turkey, dressing, real mashed 
potatoes and all the other trimmings 
will make your day! We will gather as 
a church family at noon on Sunday, 
November 10!   
 

Plan to eat with us, invite family for 
the first holiday meal of the season.  
Your free will contribution will help 
buy gifts and Christmas dinner for 
children in need, as well as provide 
the Poinsettias for members of our 
Olivet family who have experienced 
illness and grief this past year. 
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NOVEMBER BOOKNOTES 



 

 

 

Harp & Healing:   
Instrumental Support for Healing 

Maria Duhova Trevor 
Sunday, November 17 ~ 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Each year Olivet strives to focus on our creative spirit by sharing the 
story of an artist. This year, we have invited our friend and colleague, 
Maria, pictured here, with her chosen instrument, to each of our 
Sunday Services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM on November 17. Come hear 
from her - about the creation of her healing service, offered monthly 
at Broadway Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), where all are 
welcome. We will reflect on some of the many ways music can enable 
the healing process. Whether you are a care-giver, or would welcome 
healing into your personal life, come experience a combination of 
inspirational words, simple reflective activities, and soothing music, 
transmitted through Maria’s harp, during our message time. Between 
services, Maria will spend time with children, in the sanctuary, for a 
short show-and-tell about her harp.  

The Angel Tree is our annual 
gathering of gifts for children in 
families affected by low income 
and folks who use the St. Francis 
House homeless shelter.   
 

Watch for the Christmas tree to 
appear in Fellowship Hall in early 
November and more details soon. 

PHOTOS NEEDED 
 

Do you take photos of church 
activities? We would much 
appreciate it if you would share 
those with us for our Facebook 
page  or newsletter or website. 
Contact the office to let us know 
when you have photos you are 
willing to share.  
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During November, Public Television KMOS-TV (Channel 6.1) will be 
offering programs to celebrate the history, culture and traditions of 
Native Americans with short films. 
 

November 7:  Northwest Coast Salish (11:00 AM);  
 Legacy of Wilma Mankiller (Noon) 
November 11:  Warrior Tradition (8:00 PM) & 14 (1:00 PM)   
November 14:   Alaska: People of the North (11:00 AM);  
 Medicine Woman (12 Noon) 
November 18:  N. Scott Momaday (8:00 PM) & 21 (Noon)   
November 21:   Native Great Lakes (11:00 AM) 
November 28:  Native Oklahoma: Red People (11:00 AM);  
 Our American Family: The Kurowskis (12:30 PM); 

Navajo Math Circles (1 PM) 
 

In addition, the MU Department of Geography will showcase a new 
documentary film, “N. Scott Momaday: Words From A Bear” in Stewart 
Hall, December 8 (time announced later). This film was directed by 
Jeffrey Palmer, brother of MU Geography professor, Dr. Mark Palmer, 
who has shared with us at Olivet. 

SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 3 



 

 

 
EMBRACING THE GOOD NEWS FOR PLANET EARTH 

 

Farm to Table Dinner II a Success! 
Last month eight persons enjoyed dinner and 
conversation with Walker Claridge, one of the owners of 
Broadway Brewery - learning about the pleasures and 
challenges of sourcing produce and meats produced 
locally and sustainably for their menus. Local farmers/
vendors (within 100 mile radius) supply beef, pork, 

chicken, trout, produce and cheeses. They source certified organic 
when possible.  Walker also grows fresh greens, tomatoes and 
peppers for the restaurant at Terra Bella Farm in neighboring 
Callaway County.   
 

Money spent at local businesses will change hands seven times in the 
larger community, and dollars can be put to work supporting local 
vendors and farmers - who in turn purchase goods and services in 
our community - rather than profiting distant corporate 
headquarters. Local businesses also pay local taxes which support our 
schools and other government services.   
 

Sharing the Harvest 

• Olivet gardeners have shared over 2,500 pounds of produce with 
family, friends and especially with our Food Bank’s local Central 
Pantry which helps feed more than 10,000 persons each month.  
Kudos to Fred Martz, who with assistance of 2 young people, has 
grown and donated over a ton of fresh veggies to the Pantry! 

• The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) and the 
Conservation Federation of Missouri (CFM) encourage deer 
hunters around the state to share their harvests through the 
state’s Share the Harvest program. This program works by deer 
hunters donating their extra venison - from several pounds to 
whole deer - to participating meat processors throughout the 
state who grind and package the deer meat. STH processors are 
listed online at mdc.mo.gov/share. The packaged venison is then 
given to local food banks and food pantries for distribution to 
Missourians in need of food assistance. Deer season in Missouri 
started September 15 and continues through January 15, 2020. 

 

Celebrating Missouri’s Heifer Story 
Saturday, November 9, 1:30 - 3:30 PM 
Broadway Christian Church, 2601 W Broadway 
Heifer International has helped more than 34 million families break 
the cycle of poverty since 1944. That means 75 years of inspiring 
change, creating opportunity and fostering hope. Heifer’s work 
begins with livestock but ends with transforming lives. Learn more 
about the many ways folks from Missouri have participated in 
Heifer’s vision.   
 

At Olivet we have supported Heifer International in many ways over 
many years – contributions, Quarter Sundays, and youth trips to 
Heifer Ranch like the one in June earlier this year.   

~Sustainable Living Team  

NOVEMBER  
LECTIONARY 

November 1 
All Saints Day 
 Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 
 Ephesians 1:11-23 
 Luke 6:20-31 
 Psalm 149 
 

November 3 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Psalm 119:137-144 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 
Luke 19:1-10 
 Psalm 119:137-144 
 Psalm 32:1-7 

  

November 10 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Haggai 1:15b-2:9 
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or 98 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
Luke 20:27-38 
 Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 
 Job 19:23-27a 
 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

 

November 17 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 65:17-25; 12 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Luke 21:5-19 
 Isaiah 12 
 Psalm 98 

 

November 24 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Luke 1:68-79; 23-33-43 
Colossians 1:11-20 
Luke 23:33-43 
 Luke 1:68-79 
 Psalm 46 

 

November 28 
Thanksgiving Day 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Philippians 4:4-9 
John 6:25-35 
Psalm 100 
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NOVEMBER 8:30 AM WORSHIP TEAM VOLUNTEERS 

Date 
November  

3 
November 

10 
November 

17 

Greeter 
Dennis & 
Marilyn 

Bettenhausen 
Maxine Glenn 

Dennis & 
Marilyn 

Bettenhausen 

Setup/
Cleanup 

Dennis & 
Marilyn 

Bettenhausen 
Maxine Glenn 

Dennis & 
Marilyn 

Bettenhausen 

Worship  
Leader 

Karen Broz Karen Broz  

November  
24 

 

 

 

A/V Julia Jackson Tony Keel Angela Reeder Julia Jackson 

NOVEMBER 11:00 AM WORSHIP TEAM VOLUNTEERS 

Date 
November  

3 
November 

10 
November 17 

Greeters    

Worship 
Leader 

Rita Reeder Jackie Glenn  

Communion 
Prep 

Rob & Paula 
Hall 

Pauli  
Landhuis 

Marilyn  
Smith 

November  
24 

 

 

Pauli  
Landhuis 

Elders at the 
Table 

Jackie Glenn 
 

Inge Decker 

Larry Brown 
 

Karen Fry 

Chalen  
Jackson 

 

Gabrielle  
Comstock 

Fred Martz 
 

Uless Reeder 

A/V System 
Chris Valleroy 

 

Tony Keel 

Chris Valleroy 
 

Joe Reeder 

Chris Valleroy 
 

Jake Valleroy 

Chris Valleroy 
 

Julia Jackson 

Deacons at 
the Table 

Carla Lind 
 

Steve Lind 
 

Rob Hall 
 

Rob Foss 
 

Lori Valleroy 
 

Linda Reed 
Brown 

Chalen  
Jackson 

 

Mary Dewy 
 

Dave Mast 
 

Joyce Mast 
 

Uless Reeder 
 

Marilyn Baylis 

Carla Lind 
 

Steve Lind 
 

Jere Gilles 
 

Carol Gilles 
 

Karen Fry 
 

Marilyn Brown 

Marilyn Baylis 
 

Mary Dewy 
 

Gabrielle  
Comstock 

 

Rita Reeder 
 

Dawn Brown 
 

Parker Brown 

FOOD PANTRY HELP 
NEEDED 

 

 The Food Pantries in Central 
Missouri and Boone County are 
always in need of assistance. The 
list below contains suggestions for 
donations. Items donated in the 
second quarter of 2019 will go to 
Central Missouri Food Pantry. 
Place your items in the Food Pantry 
area of the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VEGGIES 
Any canned vegetables 
(green beans/peas/carrots/ 
 mixed veggies/spinach/corn) 
Boxed dried potato mixes 
Boxed mashed potatoes 
Pickles/relishes 

ALTERNATE 
Cereal - rice / oatmeal 

Dry pasta - ramen noodles 
Chicken or tuna helper 

Corn bread or biscuit mixes 
Pancake mix and syrup 

Jell-O pudding mixes or packets 
Microwave popcorn 

Catsup, mayo, mustard 
Mac ‘n cheese 

ST. BENEDICT’S RULE 
When St. Benedict wrote guidelines for Christian living 
more than 1,300 years ago, he focused on gratitude. 
 
The first rule is simply this:  
Live this life 
and do whatever is done 
in a spirit of Thanksgiving. 
Abandon attempts to achieve security; 
they are futile. 
Give up the search for wealth; 

it is demeaning. 
Quit the search for salvation; 
It is selfish. 
And come to comfortable rest 
in the certainty that those who 
participate in this life 
with an attitude of Thanksgiving 
will receive its full promise.  
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Friday, November 1 
All Saints Day 
 
Sunday, November 3 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 
All Saints Sunday 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
9:30 AM Children’s Music 
10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11:00 AM Traditional Worship & Children’s Worship  

(4 yrs. - 3rd grade) 
3:30 PM Worship at Lenoir 
 
Tuesday, November 5 
Election Day 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg. 
6:30 AM Adult Education Team Mtg. 
 
Wednesday, November 6 
7:15 PM Choir Practice 
 
Sunday, November 10 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
9:30 AM Children’s Music 
10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11:00 AM Traditional Worship & Children’s Worship 

(4 yrs. - 3rd grade) 
12:00 PM Annual Thanksgiving Dinner  
 
Monday, November 11 
Veteran’s Day 
 
Tuesday, November 12 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg. 
5:45 PM Mission Family Leaders Mtg. 
 
Wednesday, November 13 
Newsletter Articles Due 
5:30 PM Advent Awakenings 
7:15 PM Choir Practice 
 
Sunday, November 17 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Arts Sunday 
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
9:30 AM Children’s Music 
10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11:00 AM Traditional Worship & Children’s Worship 

(4 yrs. - 3rd grade) 
 
 

Monday, November 18 
7:00 PM Board Mtg. 
 
Tuesday, November 19 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg. 
6:30 PM Worship Team Mtg. (Classroom #3) 
 
Wednesday, November 20 
Newsletter Mailed 
5:30 PM Advent Awakenings 
7:15 PM Choir Practice 
 
Friday, November 22 
6:30 PM Theological Movie Night  
  The Story of Fascism in Europe:  
  Rick Steves’ Europe TV Special 
 
Saturday, November 23 
12:00 PM Cub Scout Thanksgiving Dinner (MP) 
 
Sunday, November 24 
Christ the King Sunday 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 AM Informal Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
9:30 AM Children’s Music 
10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11:00 AM Traditional Worship & Children’s Worship  

(4 yrs. - 3rd grade) 
 
Monday, November 25 
6:00 PM Shawl Ministry 
 
Tuesday, November 26 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg. 
 
Wednesday, November 27 
Newsletter Mailed 
7:15 PM Choir Practice 
 
Thursday, November 28 
Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!    
Church Office Closed 
 
Friday, November 29 
Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, November 30 
10:00 PM Hanging of the GreensHanging of the GreensHanging of the GreensHanging of the Greens 

OLIVET CHRISTIAN CHURCH  OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 


