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Administrative Office Coordinator 

573.442-0336 
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Dear Olivet Congregation,  
 
With much regret, I must let you know that the Board received Wes 
Knight’s resignation as your minister on November 3. A special 
meeting of the Board was called on November 6 to accept his 
resignation and to discuss the path moving forward. I know many of 
you will be saddened and disappointed, but Wes thought this was 
best for himself and for Olivet Church. Hannah is in the process of 
seeking an interim minister and during this time we all need to work 
to create a healthy environment while seeking a new permanent 
minister. 
 

I know many of you will have questions, comments, or concerns and 
I urge you to contact Hannah or one of the Shepherds; Karen Broz, 
Linda Graue, Larry Brown, or Jackie Glenn if you want to talk about 
anything. According to ministerial ethical guidelines, Wes will not be 
in contact with any members of Olivet’s Church for the foreseeable 
future. 
 

In this time of transition, it’s important that we keep our mission of 
Making the Grace of God Real for People our primary focus. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Richard Moore, Chair  
Olivet Christian Church Board 

FROM OUR CHURCH BOARD 

Wild HopeWild HopeWild HopeWild Hope    

 
What keeps the wild hope of Christmas alive year after year 

in a world notorious for dashing all hopes is the haunting 

dream that the child who was born that day may yet be 

born again even in us. 

 

—Frederick Buechner 
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The Gift of ‘Presence’ 
Discussion following the recent Advent Awakenings 
movie, A Charlie Brown Christmas, reminded us that 
some of the best gifts of the season are gifts of 
kindness as demonstrated through sharing one’s time 
or experiences. 
 

� Invite a friend or family member to join you for 
lunch, a concert, movie, play, or sports event 

 

� Visit an art gallery or museum together. Enjoy 
‘First Friday’ in downtown Columbia. 

 

� Visit one of Missouri’s Conservation Centers or 
State Parks, or nearby Prairie Garden Trust. Take a 
hike, go birding, fishing, or hunting. 

 

� Work together on a project:  bake cookies, make 
crafts, decorate the tree, cut firewood, help serve 
at Loaves & Fishes Soup Kitchen or work a shift 
together at Room at the Inn 

 

� Take a class together – through Columbia’s adult 
education program or special event at the library 

 

� Provide funds that enable a young person to 
experience summer camp, art or music lessons.  
Some programs invite adults and children or 
youth to participate together. 

 

� Expand the possibilities - gifts of presence are 
limited only by a lack of imagination. 

 

The Gift of a Brighter Future 
Heifer International and Church World Service each 
offer special gift catalogs that invite you to make a 
donation in honor of a friend or family member and 
create a brighter future for others by providing 
livestock, food production supplies, water collection 
and purification systems, nutrition education, care 
giver training and much, much more.   
 

See the gift catalogs posted on the Sustainable Living 
bulletin board on the south wall of Fellowship Hall, or 
shop online:   
� Heifer International – www.heifer.org/catalog  
 

� Church World Service – www.cwsbestgift.org  
 

Fair Trade Gifts from The Global Market 
Visit The Global Market, a ministry of Community 
United Methodist Church, 3301 W Broadway, if you 
wish to shop for additional gifts like those sold at 
Olivet on Art Sunday November 17.   
 

Holiday hours through December 23: 
Tuesdays ~ 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM  
Wednesdays ~ 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM  
Thursdays through Saturdays ~ 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM  
Sundays ~ 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM   
 

Purchasing these gifts enables ‘Fair Trade’ artisans to 
earn a living wage and make a better life for 
themselves and their families. 
   

~Sustainable Living Team 

EMBRACING THE GOOD NEWS FOR PLANET EARTH 
The Art of ‘Gifting’ 
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In the weeks prior to Christmas, during Advent, we 
participate in a time of waiting for the birth of the 
Messiah. We read prophetic words from the Bible, 
focusing on Christ’s birth. Advent is a time of prayer 
and hope for the light of Christ to fill the darkest 
corners of our world. The word “advent” is from the 
Latin word for “coming,” and as such, describes the 
“coming” of our Lord Jesus into the world as one of 
us. 
 

Each week, Olivet will emphasize a different 
thematic emphasis for the season.   
Hope  1st Sunday - December 1 

 Services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM  
Peace 2nd Sunday - December 8 

 Services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM  
Joy  3rd Sunday - December 15 

 Services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM   
Love  4th Sunday - December 22 

 Children’s Program  & party -  
 One Service at 10:00 AM 

Good News  Christmas Eve - December 24  

  Services at 5:00 PM (emphasis for 
families)  

  and 8:00 PM (candle service) 
 

We start the first week of Advent by lighting one 
candle. Each week after, another candle is added to 
the lighting. On Christmas Eve the last Advent 
candle is lit, during the evening services. Families or 
member groups of the Olivet congregation will lead 
us in celebrating the theme every week; a different 
set of people will begin each service. Meditations 
are brief, and will include a short scripture, 
meditation, the candle lighting, and a prayer.  
 

We hope this tradition will serve as a summons to 
our inward awareness. May you be called to listen, 
and to compose your heart, in order to best 
connect with the spirit of Christmas. 

Advent Meditations & Candle Lighting  
A Sunday worship service tradition 

Food Pantries in Central Missouri and Boone 
County are always in need of assistance. The list 
below contains suggestions for donations. Items 
donated in the second quarter of 2019 will go to 
Central Missouri Food Pantry. Place your items in 
the Food Pantry area of the Fellowship Hall. 
 

FRUIT 
Any canned fruit or dried fruit 
(peaches-pears-fruit cocktail-applesauce) 
Canned fruit juice or packets 
Jams or jelly 
Fruit pie filling  

ALTERNATE 
Cereal - rice / oatmeal 
Dry pasta - ramen 
noodles 
Chicken or tuna helper 
Corn bread or biscuit 
mixes 
Pancake mix and syrup 
Jell-O pudding mixes or packets 
Microwave popcorn 
Catsup, mayo, mustard 
Mac ‘n cheese 

FOOD 
PANTRY 
NEEDS 
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BRING nourishing “finger foods” to share. Cookies 
and other sweet goodies are also welcome. 
Beverages will be supplied at Olivet: hot chocolate, 
hot or cold cider. 
 

Whether or not you’ve been caroling, join us in 
Fellowship Hall for this relaxing occasion. The idea 
is to have healthy & satisfying finger food type 
snacks, while we catch up with old friends or learn 
more about new ones. We hope to have enough  
for all to share.  Ideas for what to bring: 
� Mini-Sandwiches, sliders on mini-buns, or 

wraps, made with cheese/spreads,  sliced 
meats, or nut butters. Add lettuce and other 
sliced veggies if you want.  

� A variety of crackers and sliced cheeses 

� Crunchies: bagel chips, pita chips, potato chips, 
pretzels, crisps 

� Dips: Bean, humus, onion, parmesan 
� Fruit: grapes, apple slices, bananas, raisins/dried 

fruits  
� Veggies: baby carrots, grape tomatoes, sliced 

sweet peppers, celery 
� Chewies: almonds, walnuts, peanuts, soy nuts, 

roasted seeds, popcorn 
� Our “sippy” artists will make hot and cold 

beverages available.  The hot chocolate will 
highlight our traditional recipe, and classic 
apple cider will be served … hot or cold. 

 

Come enjoy the food AND the company of others! 

ALL leaving at 2:30 pm, back by 4:30 pm 
Be there at 2:15 pm to get organized 
Come join other Olivet folks on Sunday, December 
8 for an  afternoon of connecting with Olivet 
people who don’t, or can’t, get out as much as the 
rest of us. We will meet at 2:15 PM in the Olivet 
Fellowship Hall in order to have everyone ready to 
hit the road by 2:30 PM.  
 

We will be traveling to visit a combination of 
homes, healthcare and community facilities. Olivet 
Mission Family leadership team and staff are 
making a list of Olivet people for us to visit. With 

our visiting list and our carol books in hand we will 
sing lots of familiar carols for those we visit that 
day. Watch the Olivet Updater on your email for 
more travel information as it rolls out. 
 

Plan to join us to enjoy this time of friendly activity, 
with and for other people, and to enjoy the 
brightness of the winter air. You do not need to be 
a great singer to have a great time! We will plan to 
end our collective choral outreach visits by 
returning to Olivet at 4:30 PM for a time of 
fellowship and some warm, satisfying snacks & 
drinks.  

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

Olivet Fellowship Time  
Following Caroling 

The Olivet Cemetery Board needs your 
financial help to assist us in maintenance and 
upkeep. In the last few years our expenses for 
mowing, trimming, and tree removal have 
averaged $3,500 a year. 
 

We have cut mowing expenses but in the 
near future we need to straighten and reset 
many stones. This is become a safety issue.  
 

We appreciate your financial help. Please mail 
donations to: Olivet Cemetery Association, c/
o David Steinhauer, Treasurer, 1991 S Olivet 
Rd. Columbia MO  65201. 

OLIVET CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 
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Youth Angel Tree Shopping 
6:00 PM  
Friday, December 6 
The Youth of Olivet will meet at CiCi’s Pizza to eat 
together and then shop for items needed for our 
Angel Tree. For more information contact Hannah 
Ryan.  
 

Caroling 
2:30-4:30 PM  
Sunday, December 8 
We’ll travel to various caroling stops at care 
facilities and homes, bringing Christmas joy with 
us. Afterwards, we’ll gather at the church for cider, 
hot cocoa, and snacks. Contact Pauli Landhuis for 
more information. 
 

Christmas Cantata 
10:00 AM 
Sunday, December 15 
The choir will offer a Christmas cantata during 
worship this day. Join us to hear their beautiful 
offering.  
 

Blue Christmas Service 
7:00 PM  
Thursday, December 19 
This is a special service of healing and hope for 
those who are experiencing grief and sadness 
during the holiday season. Transportation will be 
provided as needed. 
 

Children’s Christmas Program & Party 
10:00 AM  
Sunday, December 22 
Our children and youth will prepare a special 
combined worship service, sharing the nativity 
story in a new way. Afterwards, we will have a 
congregational party (we will need finger foods & 
goodies!) - Santa may even make an appearance!  
 

Christmas Eve Services 
5:00 PM & 8:00 PM  
Tuesday, December 24 
We will have a Family Service at 5:00 PM, followed 
by a Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
at 8:00 PM. During each service we will share the 
story of God-with-us. 

Save the Date 

STORIES AT  
CHRISTMAS 

What are we waiting for? 
Going for the best! 

 
Take stories out of the array of traditions, and how 
could we observe Christmas?  Classics such as Be-
atrix Potter’s Tailor of Glouster, Moore’s The Night 
Before Christmas, Dicken’s The Christmas Carol, 
may be available in new ways such as on/line & 
printable, but reading aloud books with wondrous 
pictures is still worth doing together. TV & movie 
versions also appeal to our senses & memories as 
we again laugh and cry watching Charlie Brown’s 
Christmas Tree… A Christmas Story… A Wonderful 
Life.  Or let stories sing to the spirit in timeless joy-
ous music. 
 

Christmas, that busy time of year is savored most 
in quiet intervals, even if forced by exhaustion. 
Choose a favorite author or a new fun book title 
for satisfying moments reading. How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas for all ages, advent meditations, a 
light romance by Debbie Macomber suggest a 
mere few to be found at Olivet’s two libraries.   
 

God gives us the best of all. Imagine anew GOD’S 
BEST STORY EVER when LOVE CAME TO EARTH, 
and light shone all around.  Listen; see; share the 
miracle that quiet night.  And the message. Luke 2: 
“behold, I bring you good news of great joy. Peace 
on earth for all men of good will.”  May it be so for 
you.   

BOOKNOTES 

Begin perfecting your chili recipe for the third 
annual Chili Cook-off on January 19! More 

information to come but save the date and dream 
up a winning pot of chili. The cook-off benefits 

Loaves & Fishes Soup Kitchen. 



 

 

Our Special Christmas Offering will be received Sundays, December 
15 and 22, with emphasis on Regional Ministries. Please read the 
following poster and note the verbs. That is what we do; please 
support our ministry together.  

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
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December 1 
1st Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 
 Psalm 122 

 

December 8 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Romans 15:4-13 
Mathew 3:1-12 
 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

  

December 15 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
Luke 1:46b-55 
Matthew 11:2-11 
 Psalm 146:5-10 
 James 5:7-10 

 

December 22 
4th Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

 

December 24/25 
Christmas Eve/Day 

Isaiah 52:7-10 
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 
John 1:1-14 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
Isaiah 62:6-12 
Titus 3:4-7 
Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20 
Psalm 96 
Psalm 97 

 

December 29 
1st Sunday after Christmas 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 
 

DECEMBER  
LECTIONARY 
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Date December 1 December 8 December 15 

Greeters Wayne & Jo Behymer   

Worship Leader Joe Reeder Jim Spain Kim Ryan 

Communion Prep Rob & Paula Hall Pauli Landhuis Marilyn Smith 

December 22 

 

Kim Amiot 

Pauli Landhuis 

Elders at the Table 
Jackie Glenn 

 

Karen Fry 

Fred Martz 
 

Uless Reeder 

Chalen Jackson 
 

Uless Reeder 

Joe Reeder 
 

Linda Reed 
Brown 

A/V System 
Chris Valleroy 

 

Tony Keel 

Chris Valleroy 
 

Joe Reeder 

Chris Valleroy 
 

Jake Valleroy 

Chris Valleroy 
 

Julia Jackson 

Deacons at the Table 

Rob Hall 
 

Malinda Jackson 
 

Rob Foss 
 

Marilyn Baylis 
 

Tracy Keel 
 

Shawn Keel 

Jim Spain 
 

Vicki Spain 
 

Jennifer  
Middleton 

 

Lisa Britt 
 

Tracy Keel 
 

Shawn Keel 

Rita Reeder 
 

Kim Ryan 
 

Jim Spain 
 

Vicki Spain 
 

Karen Fry 
 

Linda Reed Brown 

Malinda Jackson 
 

Chalen Jackson 
 

Pauli Landhuis 
 

Kim Amiot 
 

Inge Decker 
 

Marilyn Brown 

December 29 

 

Linda  
Reed Brown 

Pauli Landhuis 

Pauli Landhuis 
 

Uless Reeder 

Marilyn Baylis 
 

Rob Foss 
 

Mary Dewy 
 

Lori Valleroy 
 

Angela Reeder 
 

Joe Reeder 

Chris Valleroy 
 

Tony Keel 

DECEMBER 11:00 AM WORSHIP TEAM VOLUNTEERS 

Date December 1 December 8 December 15 

Greeter Ken Bartley Brenda Long  

Setup/Cleanup Ken Bartley Brenda Long  

Worship Leader Linda Graue Linda Graue  

December 22 

 

 

 

A/V Tony Keel Angela Reeder Julia Jackson Tony Keel 

December 29 

 

 

 

Angela Reeder 

DECEMBER 8:30 AM WORSHIP TEAM VOLUNTEERS 
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