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We’re seven months into 
this now, Church. This 
pandemic life. This way 
of the scattered 
gathered. And our spirits 
long to resume the old 
ways, to go back to 
“normal,” to share cup 
and break bread, to sing 

together, to laugh and cry together. It is in this 
moment of turmoil that we most yearn to hold 
one another close. And we’re worried and 
frustrated and angry and tired. So tired. 
 
And yet, in these last seven months, we have 
forged ahead. We’ve been creative and nimble, 
thoughtful and discerning. We’ve been forced to 
try new things, to connect in new ways, to love 
harder. In real and true ways we are making the 
grace of God real. 
 
If I’ve learned anything during this season, it’s 
that two things can be true at once. We can 
simultaneously feel sorrow and hope. We can 
find comfort in the familiar and excitement in 
change. We can revel in the fresh air we’ve 
soaked in these last few months and worry about 
what life will be like when the cold really sets in. 
We, at the same time, can ache for the return of 
in-person gatherings and be inspired by the 
work the Church is doing in the here and now, 
apart.  
 
And so, it is in this spirit of the both/and, that I 
offer you a prayer, of sorts. In fact, these are 
some of the lyrics of “The Keep Going Song” by 

The Bengsons, whose album I am listening to as I 
write this newsletter article. May these words 
bless you as they have blessed me: 
 

I hope your body is whole tonight.  
And if your heart is breaking,  

I hope it’s breaking open.  
And if your breath is shaking,  
I hope it’s shaking through.  

And I hope you’ve watched a lot of really great 
television—like, a lot of it.  

And I hope that you find a hand lotion that 
actually makes your skin feel better.  

And I hope that you have enough to eat.  
I hope you’re getting enough sleep.  

And I hope you have enough good company  
or enough good memory  
to last you a long time… 

 
Let’s bring some joy into the room, 

or some rage and some grief and relief.  
I pray my rage is a fire that cleans my mind out 

and makes me ready to listen.  
I pray my pain is a river that flows to the ocean 

that connects my pain to yours.  
And I pray my happiness is like pollen that flies 

to you and pollinates your joy… 
 

And I pray that when we meet again  
that the world has changed into the world that 

we are imagining now together.  
And I pray that the world has become  

the world that we’re planting inside of ourselves 
for each other  

and for our ancestors and for our kids.  
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As of the deadline for Olivet’s November 
newsletter, this year’s virtual 
Columbia CROP Hunger WALK had 
raised $14,177. This figure includes 
$3,187.68 contributed at the 
Donations Drop-off site on WALK 
DAY, September 20 plus additional 
donations made online and by 
check. Olivet members and friends 
have thus far donated $2,010. The CROP WALK 
Top Fundraiser Trophy will be awarded to the 

group who has raised the most funds by 
November 1.  Watch for a final 
report in our December newsletter. 
 
In Columbia we have been 
“Walking with the World” for 25 
years. Thank you for “walking 
together, apart” this year.  Your 
gifts enable us to fight hunger here 

at home and around the world!   

COLUMBIA CROP HUNGER WALK 2020 UPDATE 
WALKING TOGETHER, APART 

NO WAY TO GET FAIR TRADE MERCHANDISE FOR CHRISTMAS? 
Well, maybe you can!  Outreach has learned that 
the “The Global Market-Fair Trade Shop” at 
Community United Methodist Church is open on 
Tuesdays, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  Or they are 
available by appointment  between 10:00 AM and 
2:00 PM, Monday through Friday by calling 573-
445-6131. More information can be found on 
their Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/TheGlobalMarketFairTrade/. 
The church is located at 3301 W. Broadway, 
Columbia, MO  65203. 
 

This has been our source for the Outreach 
Committee’s fair trade merchandise that we 
normally sell on the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  
Each year they have new and exciting 
merchandise to offer and the shop is full this time 
of year but without the ability to hold their 
festivals, and people 
like us to get the 
merchandise out, they 
will have a hard time 
staying in business. 

THANKSGIVING SPECIAL OFFERING 2020 
Higher education has been an important focus for 
Disciples since the very beginning of the 
movement. Historically the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) has founded 
institutions of higher learning to 
educate students and form leaders 
to make a difference in the world 
and is still committed to higher 
education. 
 
Your gift to the Thanksgiving 
Offering provides scholarships and 
support for thousands of students at 
our fifteen colleges and universities as well as our 
seven seminaries and divinity houses.  
Generations of pastors, community leaders, and 
agents of social transformation have been 
educated at our theological institutions. They 
have flourished and made a difference in the 

world, thanks to gifts from Disciples 
congregations and individuals. 
 

In the midst of national and global challenges 
associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic, our higher education 
institutions are facing unprecedented 
challenges and they need our support 
now, more than ever. Even as they 
work diligently to ensure safe and 
healthy learning environments, the 
financial realities faced by many or 
our schools is adding addi�onal stress 

to students, faculty and staff. 
 
We will receive our Special Thanksgiving Offering 
on Sundays, November 15 and 22. 
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What an especially beautiful and inspiring 
worship service we enjoyed in early October as 
we celebrated both Saint Francis of Assisi Day and 
World Communion Sunday. The hymns – For 
Beauty of Meadows, Restless Weaver, and God, 
Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens – 
highlighted not only the beauty of our fragile 
planet but also our responsibilities to care for, to 
repair, and to create a world where ‘all creatures 
find a home’.  
 
With the “Parable of the Wicked Tenants”, Rev. 
Hannah clearly reminded us how we human 
beings can be motivated by greed and selfishness 
to viciously exploit our neighbors and abuse our 
resources – choosing to ignore the fact that we 
are indeed not ‘owners’ but ‘stewards’ who are 
charged to work toward building a peaceful and 
productive world for the benefit of all. She 
challenged us to reflect and then act on ways we 
can work toward mitigating the harsh effects of 
climate change and take steps toward a more 
verdant planet and a sustainable future for all. 
 
Creation Care was the theme for Sustainable 
Living programming and activities planned for 
2020, but as you know we had to cancel most of 
our planned programs. Our main educational 
emphasis was a four-part series on climate 
change in the Olivet Connections newsletter – “So 
What’s the Deal with Climate Change and 1.5°?” 
written by Kim Amiot, Sustainable Living Team 
member. The concluding article listed several 
things we can do now that actually make a 
difference. As you read the list then, or in the 
recently published Annual Report, you may have 
noted that you are already actively involved in 
making positive changes, such as: driving a highly 
fuel-efficient vehicle, reducing your reliance on 
plastic, adding insulation to your home, installing 
the most fuel efficient heating/cooling system 
that you can when building a home or replacing a 
system, installing solar panels or purchasing 
renewable energy, gardening, purchasing locally 
grown food, utilizing native plants in your home 
landscaping, advocating for policy changes that 

repair and protect the environment…and you can 
add more suggestions to the list as well. 
 
As we give thanks for our beautiful Earth, may we 
be challenged in the year ahead to learn more 
and to take bigger steps – as individuals, as 
families, as a congregation – in weaving the world 
anew. 
 

Restless Weaver, ever spinning  
threads of justice and shalom; 
Dreaming patterns of creation  

where all creatures find a home; 
Gathering up life’s varied fibers –  

every texture, every hue; 
Grant us your creative vision.  

With us weave your world anew. 
 

Where earth’s fragile web is raveling,  
help us mend each broken strand. 
Bless our urgent, bold endeavors  

cleansing water, air, and land. 
Through the Spirit’s inspiration –  

offering health where once was pain – 
Strengthen us to be the stewards  
of your world knit whole again. 

 
Share your fresh ideas for programs and projects 
that work to promote sustainability in our life 
together. Consider joining our Team – visit with 
any of our Team members:  Marilyn Bettenhausen 
and Chalen Jackson, Co-Chairs, 2020; Fred Martz, 
Larry Brown, Kim Amiot, Jere Gilles 

NOVEMBER - A TIME FOR GIVING THANKS AND REFLECTING ON WAYS TO  
“WEAVE OUR WORLD ANEW” 
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TURNING POINT DAY CENTER - AN OLIVET OUTREACH PARTNER 
Turning Point Day Center is a ministry of the 
Wilkes Boulevard United Methodist Church. The 
congregation has chosen to welcome and 
support persons in need in our community. 
Turning Point’s mission is to promote and restore 
dignity and hope among Columbians who are 
facing the crisis of losing housing or are currently 
experiencing homelessness. 
 
Each day, Turning Point positively affects the lives 
of those who are transitioning from homelessness 
to housed by offering a variety of services: a 
physical mailing address; important document 
storage; shower and laundry facilities; sock 
exchange; temporary storage for personal 
belongings; internet and telephone access; 
employment and housing information; a central 
location to meet with caseworkers, tutors, life 
coaches, and mentors; prayer and Bible study; 
and encouragement and support. 

Turning Point has been a recipient of Olivet 
Outreach funds every year since its inception.  
We, along with other Columbia churches, make 
sure that these basic but essential services are 
available by supporting Wilkes’ efforts. 
 
Donations are welcome: backpacks, new socks, 
personal hygiene items, postage stamps, laundry 
detergent, and camping tents in good condition.  
Drop off these items Monday through Friday 
between 8:00 am and 12:00 pm at the Wilkes UM 
Church, 702 Wilkes Boulevard.   
 
Volunteers are needed:  Your time and skills help 
focus their financial resources toward providing 
safe, daytime services for individuals in need. 
Whether you have three hours per week or just 
thirty minutes to volunteer, contact Turning Point 
to see how your schedule and talents might fit.  
573-214-4077. 

THE WARDROBE - NEWS FROM ANOTHER OLIVET OUTREACH PARTNER 
In September, nominations were received for the 
first Kindness in Business Awards.  THE 
WARDROBE was one of 80 businesses and 
organizations that were nominated.  Nominations 
were received for the following categories:  
Kindness to Youth; Kindness to Employees; and 
Kindness to the Community 
 
The inaugural Kindness in Business Awards are 
celebrating Boone County businesses and 
nonprofits/social service agencies that have 
shown and promoted kindness in dealings with 
customers, employees, youth, and the community 
at large, especially in this year of pandemic.  The 
awards honoring those whose extraordinary 

kindness merits recognition, are presented 
through a collaboration between Children’s Grove 
and Missouri Business Alert, with additional 
support from Columbia Parks and Recreation and 
the Columbia Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Although The Wardrobe was not selected as one 
of the 2020 honorees, the nomination certainly 
recognizes the caring and service to our youth 
and community provided by this ministry.  You 
can see more about the sponsoring agencies, the 
complete list of nominees, and the honorees at 
the website  
https://www.kindnessinbusinessawards.com. 

Do you receive our weekly email Updater 
newsletter? Do you read our weekly 
Updater newsletter? In these times 
when we cannot gather in person 
weekly (and even when we can 
again) this is an important way we 
try to keep you updated on Olivet 
Church events and activities. We 
provide you with our monthly Olivet 
Connections newsletter but sometimes dates and 

times are changed, and new activities & events 
are created before the next Olivet 
Connections is created and sent to 
you. The Updater is the best and 
most efficient way we know to keep 
you informed of all that is 
happening on a weekly basis. Take a 
few moments each week to read it 
so you, too, will be in the know and 

up-to-date on “everything Olivet”! 
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7:00 PM: Zoom virtual 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Rockie Alden, Ken Bartley, 
Bob Broz, Inge Decker, Amanda Durbak, Kendall 
Enright, Barb Fitzgerald, Jere Gilles 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Pastor Hannah Ryan, Interim 
Pastor Coletta Eichenberger, Diane Bartley. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Rebecca Dykehouse, Rich 
Edgar, Chalen Jackson, Tony Keel, Jan Poe, Kim 
Ryan, David Steinhauer, Jake Valleroy 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Amanda Durbak 7:04 pm 
Opening Prayer: Offered by Hannah Ryan 
 
GOVERNANCE: Due to not having a quorum for 
this meeting, but knowing that there was anoth-
er meeting scheduled in one week where many 
members have committed to attending, all votes 
for this meeting are recorded and members not 
present will be allowed to submit a vote and 
those total votes will be tallied to officially ap-
prove (or deny) any motions made during this 
meeting. 
 
A motion to approve the minutes was made by 
Jere Gilles, second by Bob Broz. All present voted 
in favor of the motion. The final vote will be 
made official at the meeting on 10/26. 
 
Treasures Report:  Diane Bartley had sent out 
the reports by email prior, and there were no 
additional questions.  Bob Broz motioned to ac-
cept finance report, Rockie Alden seconded it 
and all present voted in favor to approve the 
motion. 
 
Finance Committee Report: Ken Bartley provid-
ed ahead of time a comparison of the first 3 
quarters of 2020.  Income is down ~5%, but our 
expenses are down over 20%. Most revenue 
streams are down, including free will gifts, but 
this is due to not being in person for services.  
Considering the unique times we are in, our fi-
nances are strong despite the global challenges. 
Having had online giving already set up on our 
site has also been one of the reasons we are in a 
stable position.  

Overall, we are in a much better position in 2020 
than we were at this time in 2019. 
 
MINISTERS REPORTS: 
Rev. Ryan: Rev Ryan reported that she’s continu-
ing with virtual youth group, studying scary sto-
ries of the Bible, the youth did their virtual 5K 
with great participation. She also went to a Beth-
any Fellows retreat (virtual) and went to the Mid-
America Regional Assembly (virtual) and was ap-
proved as a member of the Regional Board star-
ing 2021.  She continues to edit and record vide-
os for virtual services, with some assistance from 
Robert Floyd. She also continued with drive in 
church, but possibly moving the worship team’s 
part inside (while congregants stay in their cars) 
in times of inclement weather or strong wind. 
Even so, there has been about 45-50 people at-
tending. 
 
Rev. Eichenberger:  Rev. Eichenberger has been 
continuing with Bible study and worship prep for 
virtual and drive in worship. She has been doing 
a lot of work with the Search Team to develop 
the congregational profile, focusing on congre-
gational goals. She has also been working on 
prepping for the annual meeting, and has also 
helped wrap up the anti-racism book study.  She 
has been doing some individual pastoral care. 
She has also been thinking about advent season, 
and working with Sanctified Art to help develop 
the theme of “Those Who Dream, Change Every-
thing” for the Advent theme.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Old Church Commit-
tee: Amanda was supposed to contact church 
members to help form a committee to look at 
the situation with the old church to decide the 
best way to proceed with repairs, further renting, 
etc. Some names of people to fill spots on this 
committee were discussed and she will be send-
ing out emails this week. Bob Broz indicated that 
the issues that were occurring with the old 
church are currently stable. 
 
 
 

 
(Continued on page 6) 

OLIVET CHRITIAN CHURCH of Columbia, MO Inc. 
BOARD MINTUES October 19, 2020 
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OLIVET CHRITIAN CHURCH of Columbia, MO Inc. 
BOARD MINTUES October 19, 2020 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Congregational Goals: Rockie reported on a 
meeting she had with the Search Team on how to 
obtain congregational goals that are necessary 
for the congregational profile that is part of our 
search information, but this is also a very im-
portant thing to do to help maintain a healthy 
congregation. The Board will be meeting next 
Monday October 26th at 7 PM to discuss this fur-
ther.  
 
During the earlier meeting, Linda Cook shared 
information culled from the surveys that had 
been sent out earlier this summer. This infor-
mation will be culled and shared with the Board 
to reflect on, and come with ideas for the goals to 
be discussed at the meeting next week. The goals 

to be included in the profile are to be very brief, a 
sentence or two, and a max of four goals. It was 
also discussed that consideration of goals should 
happen more often, possibly every other year, 
with one year to come up with the goals and the 
next year to measure the outcomes.  
 
Rockie also reported that Linda Reed Brown, 
Hannah and her are meeting in November to 
help set the Program Calendar, with the first 6 
months being most virtual events, and lots of 
room to adapt depending on the world situation. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jere 
Gilles and second by Bob Broz. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:01 PM. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Amanda Durbak 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

Olivet Youth 

Virtual 5K 2020 



November 1 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
Psalm 19 

Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:7-15 

Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 

 

November 8 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 32:1-14 
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

Isaiah 25:1-9 
Psalm 23 

Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 15 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Judges 4:1-7 
Psalm 123 

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 

November 22 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 100 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 95:1-7a 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
Matthew 25:31-46 

 
 

November 26 
Thanksgiving Day 

Deuteronomy 8:7-18 
Psalm 65 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
Luke 17:11-19 

 

November 29 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 64:1-9 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:24-37 

NOVEMBER 
LECTIONARY 
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, November 1 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 
8:00 AM  Worship (YouTube) 
10:30 AM  Drive-in Worship 
10:00 AM  Worship (FaceBook) 
3:30 PM  Youth Group 

(Zoom) 
 
Monday, November 2 
12:00 PM Election Equipment 

Setup 
12:00 PM Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 PM  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
4:15 PM  Loaves & Fishes  
 
Tuesday, November 3 
Election Day 
5:00 AM  Polls Open  
 
Wednesday, November 4 
Election Equipment Pickup 
 
Sunday, November 8 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
8:00 AM  Worship (YouTube) 
10:30 AM  Drive-in Worship 
10:00 AM Worship (FaceBook) 
3:30 PM  Youth Group 

(Zoom) 
7:00 PM  The Mandate of 

Love: Justice in the 
Teachings of Jesus 
(Zoom) 

Monday, November 9 
12:00 PM Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 PM  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Sunday, November 15 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 
Thanksgiving Special 

Offering 
8:00 AM  Worship (YouTube) 
10:30 AM  Drive-in Worship 
10:00 AM Worship (FaceBook) 
3:30 PM  Youth Group 

(Zoom) 
 
Monday, November 16 
12:00 PM Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 PM  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
5:30 PM  Program Council 

(Zoom) 
7:00 PM  Board Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, November 18 
Newsletter Articles Due 
 
Sunday, November 22 
Christ the King Sunday 
Thanksgiving Special 

Offering 
8:00 AM  Worship (YouTube) 
10:30 AM  Drive-in Worship 
10:00 AM Worship (FaceBook) 
3:30 PM  Youth Group 

(Zoom) 
 

Monday, November 23 
12:00 PM Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 PM  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, November 24 
Newsletter Articles Mailed 
 
Thursday, November 26 

ThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgiving    
Church Office Closed 
 
Friday, November 27 
Church Office Closed 
 
Sunday, November 29 
1st Sunday of Advent 
8:00 AM  Worship (YouTube) 
10:30 AM  Drive-in Worship 
10:00 AM Worship (FaceBook) 
3:30 PM  Youth Group 

(Zoom) 
 
Monday, November 30 
12:00 PM Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 PM  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 



OFFICE HOURS: 
Office is temporarily closed 
Please contact us via email 

(olivetcc.office@gmail.com) or phone 
 

OFFICE PHONE:  
573.442.0336 

TEMPORARY PHONE:  
636-649-5606 

 

WEB:  
www.olivetchristian.org 

 

FACEBOOK:  
www.Facebook.com/OlivetChristianChurch 

 

CALENDAR: 
https://www.olivetchristian.org/calendar  

 

STAFF: 
Coletta Eichenberger 

Interim Ministry Consultant 
 

Hannah Ryan 
Associate Pastor 

 
Adriene Floyd 

Music Coordinator/Accompanist 
 

Angela Carlson 
Choral Director 

 
Becky Teacutter 

Administrative Office Coordinator 

Olivet Christian Church  
1991 S Olivet Rd 
Columbia MO  65201 
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