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Connections Olivet 

Making �e grace of God real f� people. 

AGAIN & AGAIN 
It was nearly a year ago, 
during Lent, that we 
entered into this pandemic 
life. And, in many ways, it 
has felt as if that Lenten 
season never ended; that 
we have experienced the 
messiness and difficulties of 
the wilderness again and 
again in new and different 
ways. We have exclaimed, 
“Again?! How long, O God?” 
over and over. Again and again, we have 
encountered the difficulties and challenges of what it 
means to live day in and day out in the midst of our 
current world. Again and again, we have encountered 
the story of Jesus on the cross—injustice, oppression, 
violence, suffering. 
 
And so, this Lenten season, we invite you into 
reflection about the ways suffering and brokenness 
find us; how we mess up; how we doubt and lament 
again and again. And together, we will remember 
and proclaim that God offers a sacred refrain: “I 
choose you, I love you, I will lead you to repair.” 
Again and again, we will take our prayers, our 
dreams, our doubts, and our hopes to God in 
worship. Again and again, we will choose one 
another—even when it’s difficult—to be in 
relationship. Again and again, we will love God with 
the same persistence with which God pursues and 
claims us. 
 
Join us, won’t you? Together, each Sunday, we’ll 
explore the theme of “Again & Again” in worship. 
Each day on our “Olivet Faith Formation” Facebook 

page, you’ll find a 
devotional inviting you to 
discernment and prayer. 
Each Tuesday evening, we’ll 
gather to reflect more 
deeply on the ways pain can 
lead to possibility. 
 
As you go about your living 
during this Lenten season, 
may it be with these words 
on your heart: 

 
We believe in a God who is everywhere and right 
here,  
bigger than the sky and in the smallest details,  
all at once and in every moment. 
 
We believe that God meets us where we are— 
in heartbreak and high hopes,  
around crowded tables and in quiet homes,  
in joy and in suffering,  
in loneliness and in connection,  
in sanctuaries and in living rooms,  
in marches and in waiting rooms. 
 
We believe that nothing we do or leave undone can 
distance us from God’s love. 
God is forever drawing us close and pulling us in. 
Again and again, God meets us where we are and 
invites us into wholeness. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
 

(Prayer by Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art LLC, 
sanctifiedart.org) 
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On January 29th, Olivet hosted our first ever virtual game night, and what a success it was! From the comfort of 
our homes, we enjoyed delightful games of Bingo and Pictionary together. A big congratulations to our 
winners: Linda Reed Brown, Julia Jackson, RuthAnn Reeder (and teammates, Angela and Joe)! And a big thank 
you to Julia Jackson for arranging this fun event and Rockie Alden for providing beautiful prizes! 

Pain proposes perplexing questions: What 
is the meaning of pain? How can I survive 
it? What do I do with it? However, Lent 
offers a way of grappling with the 
unintelligibility of pain; it invites us to look 
at our lives and our deepest longings for 
healing, restoration, and fulfillment. 
 
Each week during the Lenten season, we’ll gather for 
an hour of worshipful reflection and discussion on 
this topic. We’ll view a series of short films—

invitations to enter into a journey of 
making sense of our deepest desires 
that come from pain and 
woundedness. Together, we’ll reflect 
on the ways God calls us into peace 
and healing. 

 
Join us on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM, beginning on 
February 23rd. Use Zoom link  https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/517178327 (Meeting ID: 517 178 
327). 
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Spring will come! 
Mark your calendars: 

Seeds ‘n Sprouts, Sunday April 18th . 
Look for details in the April Olivet newsletter. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY 
AGAIN & AGAIN, WE'R E INVITED INAGAIN & AGAIN, WE'R E INVITED INAGAIN & AGAIN, WE'R E INVITED INAGAIN & AGAIN, WE'R E INVITED IN    
Matthew 6:1-16, 16-21 | Isaiah 58:1-12 
As Lent begins, we’re invited in—to community, to this season, to our own 
spiritual journey, to true transformation. We’re on this journey together, but 
we’re invited to turn inward. Therefore, spiritual practices are not for show. 
Matthew 6 and Isaiah 58 remind us that performative acts (of piety and justice) 
are not the way. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
AGAIN & AGAIN, GOD MEETS USAGAIN & AGAIN, GOD MEETS USAGAIN & AGAIN, GOD MEETS USAGAIN & AGAIN, GOD MEETS US    
Mark 1:9-15 | Genesis 9:8-17 
God meets Jesus at the water before he is tempted in the wilderness—this is 
important. First and foremost, God claims us. God meets us in the liminal space, 
at the water’s edge, at the threshold of something new, and names us Beloved. 
God’s covenant with all of creation reminds us that God meets us where we are—
in the midst of our reluctance, doubt, eagerness, or weariness—and proclaims we 
are good. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
AGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE CALLED TO LISTENAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE CALLED TO LISTENAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE CALLED TO LISTENAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE CALLED TO LISTEN    
Mark 8:31-9:8¹ | Psalm 22:23-31 
Like the disciples, we are often stuck in the pattern of messing up over and over 
again. We cling to power, we climb the ladder, we memorialize Christ’s teachings 
rather than embodying them. However, we can’t be trapped by shame, guilt, 
ignorance, or inaction. Humility is required for transformation. Again and again, 
we are called to listen—to God and to others. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
AGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE SHOWN THE WAYAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE SHOWN THE WAYAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE SHOWN THE WAYAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE SHOWN THE WAY    
John 2:13-22 | 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
According to John, Jesus begins his ministry by showing more than telling. In the 
temple, Jesus disrupts and overturns the systems of corruption and profiteering 
taking place, but ultimately points us to the promise of restoration. Paul reminds 
the Corinthians (and us) that God’s wisdom is more expansive than we can 
imagine. We are shown the way, even if God’s 
“way” feels foolish, counter-cultural, disruptive, or uncomfortable. 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
AGAIN & AGAIN, GOD LOVES FIRSTAGAIN & AGAIN, GOD LOVES FIRSTAGAIN & AGAIN, GOD LOVES FIRSTAGAIN & AGAIN, GOD LOVES FIRST    
John 3:14-21 | Ephesians 2:1-10 
After inviting Nicodemus to be born anew, Jesus tells him in John 3 that God so 
loved the world that God sent his son to restore it. Therefore, when we read John 
3:16, we remember that Jesus is speaking in metaphor and poetry. Ultimately, 
love is where God begins and ends. This love, like grace, is a gift we do nothing to 
deserve. Again and again, love is our refrain. Before we act, think, or believe, can 
love be first for us too? 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
AGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE REFORMEDAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE REFORMEDAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE REFORMEDAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE REFORMED    
John 12:20-33 | Jeremiah 31:31-34 
We desire for God to write on our hearts so that God’s law can re-shape and re-
form us from the inside out. Reformation is a journey of letting the old fall away 
for something new to emerge, of returning to God’s words over and over, of being 
drawn into the heart of God. This is the process of justification and sanctification; 
transformation must be internal and communal. 
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PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 
AGAIN & AGAIN, WE DRAW ON COURAGEAGAIN & AGAIN, WE DRAW ON COURAGEAGAIN & AGAIN, WE DRAW ON COURAGEAGAIN & AGAIN, WE DRAW ON COURAGE    
John 12:1-19 
On Palm Sunday, we remember that Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem was not a 
riskfree, palm party. It was a protest parade—a protest against those in power, a 
parade to prepare the way for a diNerent kind of king. And this was all happening 
with plots to kill Lazarus (and Jesus) building in the background. We’re reminded 
that the crowds were brave to show up that day, and that Jesus drew on courage 
to face his journey to the cross. The root of courage is cour, meaning “heart.” 
Courage is deep within us; we often find it when we most need it, when 
everything else has been stripped away. 

MAUNDRY THURSDAY 
AGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE HELD TOGETHERAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE HELD TOGETHERAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE HELD TOGETHERAGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE HELD TOGETHER    
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Footwashing is a practice of radical vulnerability, of being seen and known. 
Jesus loved the disciples “to the end.” In this act, we remember that God holds all 
of our pain, vulnerability, doubts, and suNerings. As we venture toward the cross, 
we can lean into God’s everlasting arms, knowing we are held. 
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GOOD FRIDAY 
AGAIN & AGAIN, WE FIND OURSELVES HEREAGAIN & AGAIN, WE FIND OURSELVES HEREAGAIN & AGAIN, WE FIND OURSELVES HEREAGAIN & AGAIN, WE FIND OURSELVES HERE    
John 19:1-30 
Again and again, we find ourselves at the foot of the cross, at the pit of despair, in 
the face of death, in the grip of state-sanctioned violence. “Here” is an emotional 
place. “Here” is grief. “Here” is the reality of sin and brokenness. On Good 
Friday, we are called to sit in the silence of death, knowing that God is here. 

EASTERMSUNDAY 
AGAIN & AGAIN, THE SUN RISESAGAIN & AGAIN, THE SUN RISESAGAIN & AGAIN, THE SUN RISESAGAIN & AGAIN, THE SUN RISES    
Mark 16:1-8 
According to Mark, on the first day of the week, the women rise with the sun and 
buy spices to anoint Jesus’ body. They are shocked to find the tomb empty, and 
leave in fear and terror. Mark’s resurrection story is less triumphant than the 
other Gospel testimonies (as scholars believe the remainder of Mark’s gospel was 
a later addition). In Mark’s version, we are reminded that Easter comes to us, 
again and again, even if we don’t know what to make of God’s resurrection ways. 
Again and again, the sun rises. And some days, that is enough. 

God in my hands 

 

When I was ready to give up on the Church, it was the sacraments that pulled me back. 

 

When my faith had become little more than an abstraction, a set of propositions to be a�rmed or 

denied, the tangible, tactile nature of the sacraments invited me to touch, smell, taste, hear, and see 

God in the stu� of everyday life again. They got God out of my head and into my hands. They 

reminded me that Christianity isn’t meant to simply be believed; it’s meant to be lived, shared, eaten, 

spoken, and enacted in the presence of other people. They reminded me that, try as I may, I can’t be 

a Christian on my own. 

 

—Rachel Held Evans 
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The Food Bank 
“The Food Bank is grateful for your support as we 
start our new year. Your donation of $750 will make a 
difference in the lives of those facing food insecurity 
as the covid-19 pandemic continues to make 
life difficult for families. Many of our 
neighbors face food insecurity for the first 
time, and your support is crucial in supporting 
THEM. The bulk purchasing power that 
enables us to purchase and provide meals to 
families comes from our partnerships across the 
communities we serve. Thank you for entrusting us 
with your donation and for bringing hope to your 
neighbors.” 
Gratefully,  Lindsay Young Lopez, President and CEO 
 
 

Room At The Inn 
“On behalf of the Columbia Interfaith Resources 
Center Board of Directors, I want to thank you for the 
generous donation of $500 to support Room At The 

Inn (RATI).  Because of your generosity, we were 
able to keep people in our community who are 
experiencing homelessness warm and safe 
during the winter months.  In addition to our 
normal days and hours, when the weather is 
extreme, we do extend the shelter and often 

operate on a 24/7 basis.  Homelessness is truly a 
community-wide issue, and we appreciate you being 
a part of the community response. 
Sincerely, Dale Metcalf, Board Treasurer 
 
Note:  Olivet supports RATI every year with a contribution in 
December and volunteers. In addition, our own Rockie Alden 
serves on the Board. 
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A friend recently shared the short piece below 
published by Church World Service back in the 1990’s 
under the heading, Touching the Future.  It seems 
more timely now than ever, as the issues listed have 
in many ways been exacerbated rather than 
mitigated.   May we together once again affirm and 
move forward with the steps necessary to live in 
covenant with our Creator, with all peoples, with all 
living things, and our beautiful blue green planet … 
our only home. 
 

The Christiana Creek Covenant* 
We believe that God has created a world of riches 
and abundance.  We recognize that we are wasting 
out planet’s physical, biological, human and spiritual 
resources.  We see that many of our brothers and 
sisters suffer as a result.  We are consuming too 
much and contributing too little.  We are interrupting 
natural cycles and destroying species and causing 
unnecessary suffering.  We have been careless with 
our wastes and have polluted the air, water and soil.  
We have failed to moderate our consumption so that 
each person can have enough resources to live and 
take their desired place in the human community.  
We are squandering the birthright of future 
generations.   
 

We believe a fundamental joy and meaning of 
human life comes from the stewardship, 
appreciation and enjoyment of God’s creation.  
Among the basic expressions of our oneness with 
God is our participation in the journey toward justice, 
so that all our brothers and sisters may have the 
opportunity to share in and contribute to an 
abundant common life.  Justice necessarily includes 
the protection, restoration and enhancement of the 
ecosystem in which we and other creatures live and 
from which every living thing draws it sustenance. 
 

As steps along the path, I will with God’s help: 
∗ Live abundantly and enjoy creation without 

hoarding what my sisters and brothers need, 
without wasting the resources entrusted to me and 
without polluting the land, water, and air 

∗ Reduce, reuse and recycle 
∗ Work for justice, peace and harmony 
∗ Work to protect, restore and enhance the natural 

environment 
∗ Live a faithfulness that is earth-inclusive, both and 

home and at work. 
 
*Inspired by the Wellspring Covenant, written in October 1988, as 

part of a United Church of Christ consultation. 
~Sustainable Living Team 
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February 28 and March 7 (date changes) 
Watch and listen for more information and 
announcements in Sunday worship and the Updater 
 
But, in the meantime here is a brief Minute for 
Mission: 
When Week of Compassion staff first met Hanh, who 
lives with her mother in a rural village in Vietnam, she 
and her neighbors knew little about the importance 
of hand-washing and had never seen a toilet; the 
main reason being that most communities there have 
little access to clean water. WOC partners are 
working with Hanh’s school, the Khuon Pong village 
kindergarten, to bring fresh water wells and irrigation 

that will change this situation for the children and 
their families. 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has taught us many things 
about what it means to be a global community.  
When YOU give to WOC, WE are helping disaster-
affected communities around the world recover and 
WE are providing clean water for drinking and 
sanitation for children like Hanh and her community 
and we help many disaster-affected communities 
recover.  Please consider giving generously to 
support community livelihood and “let love flow” 
through springs of clean 
water. 
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The Outreach Committee has determined that it’s not 
wise to attempt our traditional (and 
long-yearned for) SOUP & CHILI 
LUNCHEON that normally would have 
been held on March 7 and would 
benefit our Week of Compassion 
Special Offering for disaster response.  
We’re sad but, safe! In observation of 
Soup & Chili Sunday, consider 
designating an extra donation by mail or online for 
the Special Offering. 

PLUS instead of EATING SOUP, we are asking that 
you GIVE SOUP.  Sometime during the 
week of March 7-14 please bring 
canned soup and crackers for the 
Central Food Pantry to the church 
building. You can bring it on either 
Sunday morning during the drive-in 
worship services, or make arrangements 
with the church office to drop-off your 

food donations during office hours. Thanks everyone. 

Central Missouri Community Action 
is available to help you improve 
your home regarding energy usage, 
safety and air quality – especially 
important when the weather is like 
the past month. They are funded by 
the Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources and can offer free 

services if you meet the state’s 
income level requirements. 
 
They spend almost $4000, on 
average, at no cost to you to help 
seal your house from air infiltration, 

improve the insulation, ensure there 
are carbon monoxide detectors 
where needed, improve ventilation 
for air quality and dampness, and 
check appliances and equipment for 
efficiency and safer combustion.  
They work on owned or rental; 
mobile homes, traditional-built 
homes and multi-family up to 
fourplex. 
 
Download the packet at cmca.us/
get-help/weatherization or call 573-
443-3500 for more information.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 7 
3rd Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17 
Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
John 2:13-22 

 

Sunday, March 14 
4th Sunday in Lent 
Numbers 21:4-9 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
Ephesians 2:1-10 

John 3:14-21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday March 21 
5th Sunday in Lent 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 51:1-
12 or Psalm 119:9-16 

Hebrews 5:5-10 
John 12:20-33 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thursday, March 25 
Annunciation of  

the Lord 
Isaiah 7:10-14 

Psalm 45 or Psalm 
40:5-10 

Hebrews 10:4-10 
Luke 1:26-38 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 28 
Palm Sunday 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
Mark 11:1-11 or John 

12:12-16 
 

Sunday, March 28 
Liturgy of the Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Mark 14:1-

15:47 or Mark 15:1-39, 
(40-47) 

MARCH 

LECTIONARY 

Monday, March 1 
12:00 RS Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 RS  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, March 2 
7:00 RS Lenten Study (Zoom) 
 
Sunday, March 7 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
Week of Compassion Special 

Offering 
10:30 TS Drive-in Worship 
3:00 RS  Worship  
 (FaceBook & YouTube) 
3:30 RS  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, March 8 
12:00 RS Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 RS  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, March 9 
7:00 RS Lenten Study (Zoom) 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 14 
4th Sunday in Lent 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 
10:30 TS Drive-in Worship 
3:00 RS  Worship  
 (FaceBook & YouTube) 
3:30 RS  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, March 15 
12:00 RS Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 RS  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
5:30 RS  Program Council 

(Zoom) 
7:00 RS  Board Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, March 16 
7:00 RS Lenten Study (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, March 17 

Saint Patrick’s DaySaint Patrick’s DaySaint Patrick’s DaySaint Patrick’s Day    
Newsletter Articles Due 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 20 
1st Day of Spring 
 
Sunday, March 21 
5th Sunday in Lent 
10:30 TS Drive-in Worship 
3:00 RS  Worship 
 (FaceBook & YouTube) 
3:30 RS  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, March 22 
12:00 RS Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 RS Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, March 24 
Newsletter Articles Due 
7:00 RS Lenten Study (Zoom) 
 
Sunday, March 28 
Palm Sunday 
10:30 TS Drive-in Worship 
3:00 RS  Worship  
 (FaceBook & YouTube) 
3:30 RS  Youth Group (Zoom) 
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Date Old Testament New Testament Psalm Proverbs 

March 1 Leviticus 24:1-25:46 Mark 1:13-31 Psalm 44:9-26 Proverbs 10:20-21 

March 2 Leviticus 25:47-27:13 Mark 10:32-52 Psalm 45:1-17 Proverbs 10:22 

March 3 Leviticus 27:14-Numbers 1:54 Mark 11:1-26 Psalm 46:1-11 Proverbs 10:23 

March 4 Numbers 2:1-3:51 Mark 11:27-12:17 Psalm 47:1-9 Proverbs 10:24-25 

March 5 Numbers 4:1-5:31 Marks 12:18-37 Psalm 48:1-14 Proverbs 10:26 

March 6 Numbers 6:1-7:89 Mark 12:38-13:13 Psalm 49:1-20 Proverbs 10:27-28 

March 7 Numbers 8:1-9:23 Mark 13:14-37 Psalm 50:1-23 Proverbs 10:29-30 

March 8 Numbers 10:1-11:23 Mark 14:1-21 Psalm 51:1-19 Proverbs 10:31-32 

March 9 Numbers 11:24-13:33 Mark 14:22-52 Psalm 52:1-9 Proverbs 11:1-3 

March 10 Numbers 14:1-15:16 Mark 14:53-72 Psalm 53:1-6 Proverbs 11:4 

March 11 Numbers 15:17-16:40 Mark 15:1-47 Psalm 54:1-7 Proverbs 11:5-6 

March 12 Numbers 16:41-18:32 Mark 16:1-20 Psalm 55:1-23 Proverbs 11:7 

March 13 Numbers 19:1-20:29 Luke 1:1-25 Psalm 56:1-13 Proverbs 11:8 

March 14 Numbers 21:1-22-20 Luke 1:26-56 Psalm 57:1-11 Proverbs 11:9-11 

March 15 Numbers 22:21-23-30 Luke 1:57-80 Psalm 58:1-11 Proverbs 11:12-13 

March 16 Numbers 24:1-25:18 Luke 2:1-35 Psalm 59:1-17 Proverbs 11:14 

March 17 Numbers 26:1-51 Luke 2:36-52 Psalm 60:1-12 Proverbs 11:15 

March 18 Numbers 26:52-28:15 Luke 3:1-22 Psalm 61:1-8 Proverbs 11:16-17 

March 19 Numbers 28:16-29:40 Luke 3:23-38 Psalm 62:1-12 Proverbs 11:18-19 

March 20 Numbers 30:1-31:54 Luke 4:1-30 Psalm 63:1-11 Proverbs 11:20-21 

March 21 Numbers 32:1-33-39 Luke 4:31-5:11 Psalm 64:1-10 Proverbs 11:22 

March 22 Numbers 33:40-35:34 Luke 5:12-28 Psalm 65:1-13 Proverbs 11:23 

March 23 Numbers 36:1-Deuteronomy 1:46 Luke 5:29-6:11 Psalm 66:1-20 Proverbs 11:24-26 

March 24 Deuteronomy 2:1-3:29 Luke 6:12-38 Psalm 67:1-7 Proverbs 11:27 

March 25 Deuteronomy 4:1-49 Luke 6:39-7:10 Psalm 68:1-18 Proverbs 11:28 

March 26 Deuteronomy 5:1-6:25 Luke 7:11-35 Psalm 68:19-35 Proverbs 11:29-31 

March 27 Deuteronomy 7:1-8:20 Luke 7:36-8:3 Psalm 69:1-18 Proverbs 12:1 

March 28 Deuteronomy 9:1-10:22 Luke 8:4-21 Psalm 69:19-36 Proverbs 12:2-3 

March 29 Deuteronomy 11:1-12:32 Luke 8:22-39 Psalm 70:1-5 Proverbs 12:4 

March 30 Deuteronomy 13:1-15:23 Luke 8:40-9:6 Psalm 71:1-24 Proverbs 12:5-7 

March 31 Deuteronomy 16:1-17:20 Luke 9:7-27 Psalm 72:1-20 Proverbs 12:8-9 
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